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The Social Skills and the Flexible Thinking and their Relationship to the
Academic Achievement among Students of the Department of History at
the University of Diyala

Abstract
The current study aims to identify:

1- The level of social skills among students of Department of History at the
College of Education for Humanities at the University of Diyala according to
the variable of gender (males - females).

2- The level of flexible thinking among students of Department of History at the
College of Education for Humanities at the University of Diyala according to
the variable of gender (males - females).

3- The level of academic achievement among students of Department of History
at the College of Education for Humanities at the University of Diyala according
to the variable of gender (males - females).

4- The statistical significance of the correlational relationship between social
skills and flexible thinking among students of the department of history
according to the variable of gender (males - females).

5- The statistical significance of the correlational relationship between social
skills and the academic achievement among students of the Department of
History according to the variable of gender (males - females).

6- The statistical significance of the correlational relationship between the
flexible thinking and the academic achievement among students of the
Department of History according to the variable of gender (males - females).

7- The significance of statistical differences in the correlational relationship
between social skills, flexible thinking and academic achievement among
students of the Department of History according to the variable of gender (male
- female).

8- The extent to which social skills and flexible thinking contribute to the
academic achievement among the students of Department of History at the
College of Education for Humanities at the University of Diyala.

The research sample consisted of (250) male and female students from the
Department of History at the College of Education for Humanities at the
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University of Diyala for the undergraduate level and morning shift of study,
with (41%) of the research population distributed by gender, with (125) male
students and (125) female students. The research sample members were chosen
by the stratified random sampling with equal distribution. In order to achieve the
objectives of the research, the researcher adopted the scale of social skills
prepared by (Suad, 2020), which consists of (36) items, all the items are in a
positive direction distributed over three domains. Five alternatives were
identified for the scale based on the five-point Likert scale (It exactly applies to
me, it considerably applies to me, it sometimes applies to me, it slightly applies
to me, it does not apply to me) and the weights of these alternatives are (5, 4, 3,
2, 1). The researcher statistically analyzed the items of the scale and figured out
its discriminatory power, as he extracted the psychometric properties of the scale
like the validity (face validity and construct validity) and reliability in the two
ways (retest and Cronbach's Alpha). However, concerning the second tool, the
researcher worked on constructing a test for flexible thinking based on Guilford
theory (Guilford,1967), which consists in its final form of (46) items, distributed
over three domains: Fluency (13 items), Flexibility (16 items), and Originality
(17 items). Three alternatives were identified for the test, one of which
represents the flexible thinking and the other two do not. One (1) mark was
assigned to the correct choice, which represents flexible thinking, and (zero) to
the wrong choice that does not represent flexible thinking.

The researcher statistically analyzed the test items by extracting the difficulty
and discrimination coefficients, as well as extracting the psychometric properties
of the test items. As the validity of the scale items (face validity and construct
validity) and the reliability coefficient were verified by two methods (retest and
Cronbach's Alpha).

In order to process the data statistically using the statistical package for social
sciences (spss), using: the equation of the Item Difficulty Coefficient and the
Discriminatory Power Equation, the T-Test for Two Independent Samples,
Pearson Correlation Coefficient, the The Point-Biserial Correlation Coefficient,
Cronbach's Alpha equation and the T-Test for One Sample, T-Test for
significance of Correlation Coefficient, Z-Test, and Multiple Regression
Analysis.

The study reached the following results:
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1- The students of the Department of History at the College of Education for
Humanities at the University of Diyala in general have a high level of the three
social skills (communication - self-assertion - cooperation) and for both sexes of
students (males and females).

2- The students of the Department of History at the College of Education for
Humanities at the University of Diyala in general have a high level of flexible
thinking in its three domains (originality - flexibility - fluency) and for both
sexes of students (males and females).

3- The students of the Department of History at the College of Education for
Humanities at the University of Diyala in general have a high level of academic
achievement.

4- The correlative relationship between social skills and flexible thinking among
students of the department of history in general was statistically significant, and
this result indicates that the relationship between both variables for students as a
whole is of weak correlation.

5- The correlation between social skills and flexible thinking among male
students of the Department of History was not statistically significant, and this
result indicates that the relationship between both variables among male students
Is of weak correlation.

6- The correlational relationship between social skills and flexible thinking
among female students in the Department of History was statistically significant,
and this result indicates that the relationship between both variables among
female students is of strong correlation.

7- The correlational relationship between social skills and academic
achievement among students of the Department of History in general and for
both sexes, males and females, is statistically significant, and this indicates a
real correlation between both variables.

8- The correlational relationship between flexible thinking and academic
achievement among students of the Department of History in general and for
both sexes, males and females, is not statistically significant, and this indicates
that the relationship between both variables among students is of weak
correlation.
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9- The correlational relationship between flexible thinking and academic
achievement among male students of the Department of History is statistically
significant, and this indicates that the relationship between both variables among
male students is of strong correlation.

10- The correlational relationship between flexible thinking and academic
achievement among female students of the Department of History is not
statistically significant, and this indicates that the relationship between both
variables among female students is of weak correlation.

11- The calculated Z-value of the significance of the differences between the
calculated correlation coefficients between social skills and flexible thinking and
according to the variable of gender (males - females) is statistically significant.
This indicates that there are statistically significant differences in the values of
the calculated correlation coefficients between both variables, and the direction
of this difference was in favor of female students.

12- The calculated z-values of the significance of the differences between the
calculated correlation coefficients between social skills and academic
achievement and between flexible thinking and academic achievement and
according to the variable of gender (males - females) are not statistically
significant. This indicates that there are no statistically significant differences in
the values of the calculated correlation coefficients between these variables
according to the variable of gender .

13- The variables of social skills and flexible thinking contribute with statistical
significance to the academic achievement of the students of the Department of
History .

According to the results of the current research, the researcher reached the
following conclusions:

1- The research sample members have social skills, and this is an indication that
university students have reached the stage of total self-reliance, which is
represented in the formation of many skills, which brought up the ability to
make decisions.

2- The research sample members have flexible thinking, as university students
are usually open to experiences and are not closed to their ideas and are able to
find various solutions to problems, and they are to overcome rigid ideas that
hinder their progress.
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3- A high level of academic achievement for the research sample is high, and
this is an indication that the university students have high confidence in their
abilities, and they show a great desire to accomplish their academic tasks and
assignments as they persevere to accomplish the tasks assigned to them to
achieve the desired academic goals successfully.

According to the researcher's findings, he recommends the following:

1- The faculty members in universities are required to adopt modern teaching
methods that will develop social skills.

2- Urging the Division of Continuous Learning in the universities to hold
training courses and workshops for the purpose of enhancing students' social
skills and flexible thinking.

3- The Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research is required to
emphasize the necessity of developing the educational process and providing it
with modern methods and means and modern educational techniques that would
develop thinking in general and flexible thinking in particular among university
students.

In order to complement the relevant aspects of this research, the researcher
suggests conducting similar studies to the current study dealing with:

1- Social skills and flexible thinking and their relationship to achievement
among students of other school stages, such as primary, intermediate and
preparatory schools.

2- The relationship of flexible thinking to a number of cognitive and
psychological variables such as: procedural knowledge, cognitive independence,
cognitive speed, and all kinds of intelligences.

3- The same variables on other samples such as faculty members, educational
counselors, high school teachers and primary school



