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Abstract
The current thesis aims to identify:

1- The level of intellectual competence among students of the Department of
History at the College of Education for Humanities at the University of Diyala
according to the variable of gender (males - females).

2- The level of open-mindedness among students of the Department of History
at the College of Education for Humanities at the University of Diyala according
to the social variable (males - females)

3- The level of academic achievement among students of the Department of
History at the College of Education for Humanities at the University of Diyala
according to the gender variable (males - females)

4- Statistical significance of the correlative relationship between intellectual
competence and open-mindedness among students of the Department of History
at the University of Diyala according to the gender variable (males - females)

5- Statistical significance of the correlational relationship between intellectual
competence and academic achievement among students of the Department of
History according to the gender variable (males - females)

6- Statistical significance of the correlational relationship between open-
mindedness and academic achievement among students of the Department of
History according to the gender variable (males - females).

7- The significance of the statistical differences in the correlation between the
intellectual competence, the mental openness and the academic achievement
among students of the department of history according to the gender variable
(males - females).

8- The contribution of the intellectual competence and open-mindedness to the
academic achievement of students of the Department of History , College of
Education for Humanities, University of Diyala.

The research sample consisted of (250) male and female students from the
Department of History at the College of Education for Humanities at the
University of Diyala, (125) male and (125) female students, who are chosen by
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the stratified random sampling with equal distribution. They constitute (41%) of
the research basic population, which is consisted of (612) male and female
students.

In order to achieve the objectives of the research, two scales were constructed:
(Intellectual Competence scale) based on Chickering's theory (1969) and (Open-
Mindedness Scale) based on Rokeach's theory (1960). The Intellectual
Competence scale consisted of (56) items; with (49) positive items and (7)
negative items, which are distributed over three domains (the mental
competence, the manual skill competence, the interpersonal competence). The
researcher identified five alternatives for the scale (It applies to me very much, It
applies to me to a considerable degree, it applies to me moderately, It applies to
me a little, it applies to me to very small extent). As the weights of these
alternatives are (5, 4, 3, 2, 1) for the positive items, while weights were set for
the alternatives (1,2,3,4,5) for the negative items. The researcher verified the
psychometric properties of the scale, whose items were analyzed logically and
statistically, as the reliability coefficient of the scale was calculated by two
methods (retesting) and it was respectively (0.814) and the (Cronbach's Alpha
Formula) was respectively (0.805). As the validity of the scale was verified by
indicators of face validity, construct validity, and extracting discriminatory
power, for all scale items.

Concerning the Open-Mindedness Scale, it consisted of (40) items, (25) positive
items and (15) negative items, which are distributed over two domains, which
are (knowing ideas, changing ideas). The researcher identified five alternatives
for the scale: It applies to me very much, It applies to me to a considerable
degree, it applies to me moderately, It applies to me a little, it applies to me to
very small extent). As the weights of these alternatives are (5, 4, 3, 2, 1) for the
positive items , while weights were set for the alternatives (1,2 ,3 ,4,5) for the
negative items. The researcher has verified the psychometric properties of the
scale, whose items were analyzed logically and statistically, as its reliability
coefficient was calculated by two methods (retesting) and it was respectively
(0.847) and the (Cronbach's Alpha Formula ) and it was respectively (0.861). As
the validity of the scale was verified by indicators of face validity, construct
validity, and extracting discriminatory power, for all scale items.
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In order to process the research data statistically, statistical means were used (T-
Test for Two Independent Samples, Pearson's Correlation Coefficient,
Cronbach's Alpha Formula, Z-Test, T-Test for One Sample, T-Test for the
Significance of the Correlation Coefficient and Multiple Regression Analysis).

The thesis reached the following results:

1- Students of the Department of History at the College of Education for
Humanities at the University of Diyala generally have a high level of intellectual
competence.

2- Students of the Department of History at the College of Education for
Humanities at the University of Diyala generally have a high level of open-
mindedness.

3- Students of the Department of History at the College of Education for
Humanities at the University of Diyala generally have a high level of academic
achievement.

4- There is a statistically significant correlation between intellectual competence
and open-mindedness among students of the department of history .

5- The correlation between intellectual competence and academic achievement
among male students of the Department of History was not statistically
significant.

6- The correlation between open-mindedness and academic achievement among
male students of the Department of History was not statistically significant.

7- The correlation between open-mindedness and academic achievement among
male students of the Department of History was not statistically significant.

8- The correlation between open-mindedness and academic achievement among
female students in the Department of History was statistically significant.

9- The values of the calculated coefficients of the significance of differences
between the correlation coefficients calculated between the three variables and
according to the gender variable (male - female) were not statistically
significant.
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In light of the results of the current research, the researcher reached the
following conclusions:

1- Focusing on the skills that students have, and judging them on what they can
perform with what skills they have will help them increase the ability to think
and analyze, based on the foregoing, the students of the Department of History
have high intellectual competence.

2- The open-mindedness is one of the basic features of university students,
which makes them confront the rapid changes in various aspects of life, and
their desire to keep pace with the development that takes place in our societies in
order to address ambiguous situations in the future. Therefore, the students of
the Department of History have a high level of open-mindedness. .

3- The adaptation of university students to the university environment and the
use of modern teaching methods and educational activities by highly qualified
professors leads to an increase in students’ motivation towards learning, thus
they are able to achieve and succeed in performance. Accordingly, the students
of the Department of History have a high level of academic achievement.

Through what the current research has brought, and for the purpose of further
documenting the relationship between intellectual competence, open-
mindedness and academic achievement, the researcher recommends the
following:

1- Curriculum developers should take into consideration the subject of
intellectual competence by including it in the school curricula.

2- Designing programs which specifically prepared to develop intellectual
competence and open-mindedness among university students to improve their
creativity and scientific development.

3- Universities should cooperate with civil society organizations and call for
them to hold workshops and seminars to promote the principle of open-
mindedness and acceptance of the other.

In order to complete the relevant aspects of this research, the researcher suggests
conducting similar studies to the current study, which includes the following:
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1- ldentifying the relationship between intellectual competence and open-
mindedness among preparatory school students, because the preparatory stage is
one of the stages which settles for the university stage.

2- The relationship of intellectual competence and open-mindedness with other
cognitive and demographic variables that the current research did not address.
Such as the relationship of intellectual competence to cognitive integration, or
social intelligence, and the relationship of open-mindedness to historical
awareness or social thinking.



