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Abstract

This research is based on a study of the orientalists' critical approaches in
studying the Arabic prose heritage of two different literary eras, namely the
pre-Islamic era and the second period, the era of prophecy. It sheds light on
the beginning of Orientalism, and how oriental writers and scholars receive
this phenomenon with different and varying opinions and viewpoints. This
study relied on information and opinions mentioned by both critics of
Orientalists and Arab writers and critics in their research and writing, using
the descriptive and analytical method in dealing with this information in
order to clarify the methods and approaches used by these orientalists. We
have come up with some results that emphasize the prominent Orientalist

influence in various literary fields in general and prose in particular.

The outline of the thesis includes three chapters, preceded by an
introduction, followed by a conclusion to the most important results it had
reached, and then listing the sources and references. The first chapter is
entitled “Orientalism,” and it includes three topics: the concept of
Orientalism, the methodologies of the Orientalists, and the orientalists'

approaches to the vision of contemporary Arab intellectuals.

As for the second chapter, it is entitled “The Orientalists’ Approaches to the
Study of Prose Arts in the Pre-Islamic Era. ” It includes three topics: the
issue of precession between poetry and prose, priests’ assonance and speech,

proverbs, stories and myths.

As for the third chapter, it is entitled “The Orientalists’ Curricula in the
Study of Prose Arts in the Age of Prophecy. ” it includes four subsections:

the Holy Qur’an, assonance and sermons, elocution, and fictional literature.
y )



