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Abstract

This study seeks to trace the critical achievement of Dr. Mohsen
Jassim Al-Mousawi, when he was a professor of Arabic and
Comparative Studies at Columbia University, New York .He had
previously worked as a professor at the American University of
Sharjah, Tunis First University, Sanaa University, Amman
University, and Baghdad University.

He had also chaired the administration of the Department of
Arab Horizons and Cultural Affairs throughout the 1980s in Iraq.
He had been the editor in—chief of the Brill journal since 2002.

He was one of those who had achieved a precise balance
between academic specialization in criticism and professional
practice that depends on artistic sensation, as well as he had
managed to observe the visions and critical transformations
according to pre-modern and post—-modern curricula, leading to
cultural studies and cultural criticism. He had won many prizes in
academic and non-academic Arab studies. The preamble
addressed this critical achievement by tracing the term of

Comparative Literature and identifying its mechanisms, fields and



schools, and differentiating between Comparative Literature and
Comparative Criticism and Cultural Criticism based on English and
Arabic sources. Then, this introduction composed a vision, critical
awareness, and a world view by benefiting from the sayings of
(Gyorgy Lukacs and Lewis Goldman this formed (Al-Mousawi's
literary vision) and how this awareness led to the expansion of the
space of that achievement, which exceeded 17 books, some in
English and others in Arabic, in addition to his writings in the field
of fiction by six novels. The study also sought to link his vision as
a critic, author and writer, as he wrote and issued several novels in
which his talent as a writer emerged after his extensive and deep
reading of the Arab heritage and literature. including the stories
(One Thousand and One Nights) and (Rubaiyat al khayyam).
Moreover, his extensive reading of the literature of the medieval
Arab Islamic era, to the extent that he had written a book about it,
exploding the sayings and opinions that describe that era as the
era of cultural decadence, the later ages, or even the dark ages.
The study also revealed the extent to which the critic (Al-Mousawi)
was influenced by the pioneers of the Anglo—American school,
including (T.S. Eliot) and his critical opinions, as well as the group

of contemporary cultural critics, including (Terry Eagleton, Fredric



Jameson and Edward Said). In addition, he was influenced by (lan
Watt, Jack Derrida) and other Anglo European critics.

The study argued the extent of the effort and benefit provided by
the critic (AI—Mousawi) as a contribution to the Arab cultural library
and introducing the Arab cultural product in poetry or prose to the
West by tracing the emergence of the Arab novel in his book (The
Arab Novel, Rise and Transformation). After tracing origins of Arab
novel in Europe based on the sayings of (lan Watt), so Al-
Mousawi's book entitled (The Age of the Novel, An Article in the
Literary Genre).

One of the early beginnings of Al-Musawi in comparative studies
was his book (The English East or Falling into the Circle of Magic,
One Thousand and One Nights in English Criticism 1704-1910) as
well as other books. including (ANGLO-ORIENT EASTERNERS IN
TEXTUAL CAMPS). Furthermore, he published many articles in
Arabic and English periodicals and held several meetings on social
media websites. He had a great role as an international expert,
participating in dozens of conferences, seminars, and intellectual
and literary forums in Arab countries and other countries of the

world.



