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Katara— Winning Prize Novels of Al-Fittyan (Boys)
A Semiotic Study
Abstract

Modern critical studies have been concerned with shedding light
on children’s literature by defining its technical and objective
characteristics and determining the aesthetics that need to be referred
to, and identifying them to give this literary production a sufficient
interest critically according to what befits its literary abundance. On
this basis, the modern critical trend came towards this literary art due
to its importance, and being characterized by an uninhabited literary
field in advance, and since the topics it contains worthy of

investigation and consideration.

While the novels of Al-fittyan in Iraq were studied critically, this
study came to shed light on the Arab novels of Al-fittyan (boys). The
winning novels of the Katara Prize were selected as a sample for
research because they were chosen by a special jury. Thus the
sample is closer to the model. Regarding the approach that was
adopted in this thesis is the semiotic approach in accordance with the
narrative studies to clarify the aesthetics of the sign in its three types,
the symbol, the sign, and the icon, with presenting the function of
each, and showing the cultural aspect related to the subject of the

novel.



It appears through the research that the sign has a prominent
presence in these novels, and that the narrative discourse in these
narrations carries an encrypted message that fits psychologically,
physically and sexually with the composition of the category
concerned with the narrations. The presence of this sign was not idle
or pretentious, but rather it was done carefully and it was made with

high profession.

The study consisted of an introduction and a preface and concluded
with the most important results, then a list of sources and references
with an appendix that included the front of the novel covers, and

preceded by three chapters:

The first chapter: dealt with the study of thresholds and it came in
two sections, the first included the significance of the external
threshold, including the cover, its chromatic dimension, the title of
the novel and the method of its formation. The second topic dealt
with the significance of the internal threshold, including the

dedication, introduction, issuance, internal titles and the margin.

In the second chapter: the semiotics of the narrative structure were
studied in it, and it was divided into three sections. The first topic
dealt with the semiotics of the narrator through the Bakhtin
classification according to polyphony into a single narrator and a
multiple narrator. The second topic was the semiotics of the narrator,

and it included the significance of the event and the significance of



the temporal paradox and the significance of the characters. As for
the third topic, it dealt with the narration of his narrated addressees ,
and the narration of it was divided into a specific one within the work

and a passage for it that is not apparent.

The third chapter came to study the narrative vision through the
semiotics of culture and communication, and it was divided into two
sections, the first section deals with the study of the direct sign, and

the second section studying the indirect sign.




