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Summary

Skin scrappings , nail, and hairs specimens were collected from 320
patients with clinically suspected to be infected with cutaneous mycoses
during the peroid from 1% / December 2003 to 31" / August 2004 . These
specimens were examined by direct mount with KOH(10%) and culture on
Sabouraud’s - Dextrose agar plates for isolation and identification of
causative fungi.

The results showed that 248 (77.5%) were positive for fungi.
Thereafter, according to the causative agent, the patients were divided into
3 groups; Those patients with dermatophytes were common (52.4%),
followed by patients with pityriasis versicolor (25.8%) and finally those
with cutaneous candidiasis (21.8%0).

The results also showed that these dermatophytoses were belong to the
following clinical intities; Tinea corporis was the common (44.6%o) followed
by Tinea capitis (39.2%), Tinea facialis (10.8%), Tinea pedis (2.3%), Tinea
cruris (1.5%) and Tinea palmaris (1.5%). There was insignificant
difference among clinical pictures of dermatophytoses between male and
female. Concerning the age groups, the results revealed a
significantly higher infection rate among the age group (1-11) years,
particulary Tinea corporis and Tinea capitis. Furthermore, higher rate of
dermatophytes particulary Tinea corporis and Tinea capitis among rurals
compared to urbans.

Culture of specimens on Sabouraud — Dextrose agar were positive in
107 (82.3%) case. Trichophyton mentagrophytes were the predominent type
of fungi isolated (33.6%), followed by T.rubrum (21.5%), T.verrucosum
(16.8%0), T.tonsurans (11.2%), T.soudanense (9.3%), and T.violaceum
(7.5%). For the best of our knowledge, the species T.soudanense was
isolated for the fiest time in Iraq in this study.

Higher infection rate with T.mentagrophytes (22.4%) and T.verrucosum
(11.2%) were found among patients who breed domestic animals inside
their houses. However, Higher infection rate with T.rubrum (14.9%),
T.tonsurans (9.3%) , T.soudanense (7.5%) , T.violaceum (7.5%) were found
among patient who gave positive past family history of dermatophytoses.

The most common site of clinical pityriasis versicolor was the neck
(40.6%), and the white patches were the predominent (67.2%). Higher
infection rate with P. versicolor was found among males (73.4%) compared
to females (26.5%). The infection rate was significantly higher (76.6%)
among the age group (12-31) years. However, there was insignificant
difference between urbans (48.4%) compared to rurals (51.6%0).

The results of direct microscopical examination with 10% KOH
revealed the presence of Malassezia furfur in all specimens of pityriasis
versicolor cases.



Cutaneous candidiasis was mostly affected skin folds (62.9%)
especially the interdigital space (29.6%) and among the fingers (20.4%0).
Significantly higher infection rate was revealed among females (72.2%)
compared to males (27.8%). The age group (12-31) years was the hardly
infected (62.9%0). However, there was insignificant difference concerning
the residence of the patients, the infection rate among urbans was (55.5%)
and that among rural was (44.4%).

All culture of specimens taken from cases of cutaneous candidiasis
were all positive, and the Candida albicans was the predominent isolates
(88.9%) followed by C.tropicalis (11.1%0).
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