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Abstract

The forming of the first flight squadron of Iraqi Air Force
on April 22, 1931 was an important event in the history of Iraqi
Army. lIraqi Government with its people had celebrated this
performance after too continuous demands for Brash
Government to supply Iragi Army by aircrafts to complete its
construction and depend on its own national armed — forces. The
current thesis aims at knowing first starts to from Iraqgi Air Force
and its development besides its role in Iragi history until 1958,
the year of monarchy end and republican from beginning "Iraqi
Air force" as a selected objective because of its special
importance in the history of modern Irag, that it is the only one
armed — flight weapon in Arabic countries. It has never been
studied academically in spite of many theses dealing with Iraqi
Army foundation that has bit a little gestured at Iraqi Air Force
formation.

This study has been derided into an introduction, three
chapters, and a conclusion including the most important
outcomes reached by the researcher in addition to appendixes at
the end of the thesis First chapter deals with the constructive
phase of Iragi Air Force and its formation of mobilization.

Second chapter deals with Iraqi government programs to
expand its air force from 1939 to 1958.

Third chapter has specialized in development of air force
activity and its attitude towards both interior and external events
1931-1958:

1. Iraqi Government has completed army categories
involving air force formation relying on its own native
pilots and technicians to aroid British forces in tervention
in this aspect.

2. lragi citizens' financial donations to buy aircrafts as an
answer to the Iragi Government call to build the native air
force.

3. The successive Iragi Government — especially the Ministry
of Defense - had assigned amount of money of the budget
to obtain aircrafts and another requirements as weapons,




airports, sending flight trainees abroad, and preparing
technicians to maintenance those aircrafts.

. Iragi Government role in depending on various sources
armament the both; army and air force especially the
Hikmet Sulaiman Cabinet which turned - first time —
to ward Italy and Germany for getting weapons. Thus Iraqi
owned two fighting squadrons too short period, whereas
Britain had not supplied Irag with aircrafts after May War
1941. That reflects the efficiency of Iragi Air Force
Administration, then the British Government had been
forced to supply Iraqg by aircrafts.

. Iragi Air Force had carried out advance greatly among —
between 1945-1958 because of the World War Il end, and
its negative a outcomes at Iraqi Air Force that led Iraq to
coordinate by special treaties with Britain and the U.S.A.
especially Baghdad Alliance. Then lIraq had obtained
military British and American helps enabling Iraq to own
advanced fighting aircrafts leading to build stronger force
instead of what had been loosen because of the World War
Il and May War 1941,

. Iragi Air Force has contributed to assist Iragi Army and
Police to control the interior safety and imposing law after
appearance of local movements — especially tribal ones. in
north areas and Middle Euphrates Iragi Air Force had
contributed actively abroad during Arab — Israeli War in
1948 when lraqi bravious pilots had done their best in
bombing vital Israeli targets. On the other hand, Iraqi Air
force had supported Syrian Army to meet as Jordanian
Army for the same purpose in 1956 against the same
aggression




