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Abstract

The active and fundamental role played by women in any society is
largely linked to a set of factors: the social status they enjoy and the
official and societal recognition that they have rights which cannot, in any
way, be diminished, including the right to work, participation in social,
economic and even political affairs. Thus, women's access to these rights
affords them greater opportunities to build their personality and further

enhance their status.

Empowerment is a policy and procedure as well as laws that are
associated with the efforts of international organizations that have
promoted women's empowerment opportunities. Many states have also
adopted these efforts as a formal recognition of the importance of
women's participation as half of society, and even before the emergence
of the concept of empowerment as a socio-developmental term. This
action has emerged in the policies of many countries that have aimed to
promote the status of women. Literacy policies and compulsory education
for both males and girls may reflect the visions of these states to give

women the opportunity of social contribution and participation.

As far as Irag is concerned, we can note that women's support policies
have existed in previous years, although the purposes and objectives
behind their empowerment are not far from the ideological objectives
adopted by communist-socialist states that have made women's
participation the cornerstone of gaining more popular support for their
ideology, particularly by focusing on the principle of gender equality as a
soft goal that embellishes the political image of the regime. In addition, it
Is an essential part of the Utopian promise that socialist society is free of
class and social distinction, including those between men and women.

Empowerment policies were therefore comprising ideological purposes
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more than containing real intentions that women should have an active

role to contribute to the leadership of the State and society.

Women's empowerment policies in Iraq after 2003 had a different form
away from any ideological purposes, as women were tended to have a
real role to play in the change for the better. The set of decreed laws that
allocate at least 25% of parliamentary seats to women, were part of these
efforts, but this does not hide the obvious contrast that the socio-political-
partisan trend tends more towards reducing women's roles in favor of
men, particularly in terms of administrative and leadership positions in
the country which is in stark contradiction to the official partial
institutional effort. This status can be observed through the huge gap and
disparity in social and political participation between men and women,

which has limited their roles to specific aspects.
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