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Abstract

After the fall of the city of Algiers into the hands of the French in
1830, Algeria entered a new historical era, namely the colonial era.
During this period, the country experienced internal developments that
negatively affected its citizens, leading some of them to migrate outside
their homeland. Among the prominent reasons for this migration were the
colonial policies pursued by France in Algeria, aiming for European
colonization, especially by the French. Another significant motivator was

religious, making it one of the main reasons for migration.

The migration to the Levant (Syria and Lebanon) led to tensions
between the Ottoman Empire and France regarding the nationality of the
migrants. France sought political gains in Syria and Lebanon, claiming
that the migrants were under its protection. This led to a Franco-Ottoman
dispute, with France trying to gain advantages while the Ottoman Empire
provided facilities to the migrants, granting them agricultural land and
exempting their sons from military service in exchange for accepting

Ottoman citizenship.

The study of the reasons for Algerians migrating to Syria and
Lebanon revealed that religious motives were the primary cause.
Migrants successfully adapted to life in Syria and Lebanon, with the
notable influence of the Algerian resistance leader Emir Abdelkader
settling in Damascus in 1855. His leadership extended to the Algerian
migrants, continued by his son Mouyyad al-Din during the French-

Ottoman settlement.

Economically, the Algerian migrants had a good situation,
engaging in agriculture due to the Ottoman Empire granting them

agricultural lands. Many also practiced various crafts. Their impact on the



scientific and cultural fields in Syria was substantial, particularly because
most migrants were religious and educational figures. Notably, Emir
Abdelkader had a scientific, social, and political influence in Syria and

Lebanon.

Algerian scientific families, such as the Mubarak, Ya'qoubi, and
Bitar families, played a crucial role in establishing numerous schools.
Algerian poets felt a strong connection to their compatriots in the Levant,
especially in Damascus. They also spread the Maliki school of thought,

which was not prevalent in Damascus before.

Tahir al-Jazairi made significant contributions to various scientific
and intellectual projects, impacting the establishment of libraries and
schools. However, his advocacy for opening schools for girls faced
opposition from Ottoman authorities, leading to his departure to Egypt
and later returning to Damascus during the Faisal era, contributing to the

establishment of the Arab Scientific Academy.

Politically, Algerians played a vital role during the 1860 civil war,
led by Emir Abdelkader in protecting Christians in Lebanon and Syria,
maintaining civil peace. They were nominated as leaders of the influential
movement that sought independence for the Levant from the Ottoman
Empire. The second generation of Algerians born in Damascus and Beirut
also had political figures like Prince Ali bin Abdelkader, representing
Syria in the Ottoman Parliament. Their involvement in Arab causes led to

the execution of some, such as Slim al-Jazairi, during World War 1.

After the Ottoman withdrawal, Algerians in Damascus contributed
to founding the first government in Syria. Their stance on the Faisal era
was cautious due to perceived British interference, resulting in the

assassination of Abdelkader al-Jazairi and the exile of his brother Said to
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