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Abstract

Education is considered one of the basic pillars through which societies are
built and directed towards the wheel of progress and development, and then
manage the areas of life for all countries. Among these countries is Turkey,
which practiced an advanced formula that contributed to the advancement
and development of education and removed it from the control of the
Ottoman Empire and its administration. In fact, Turkey relied mainly on
primitive methods represented by learning to read and write, memorizing
the Holy Qur’an, and arithmetic in the books, and foreign education was
largely dominated within the Ottoman Empire. Therefore, when the regime
became a republic and Mustafa Kemal assumed the presidency of the
country, he worked to develop education by issuing relevant laws, and
among those laws was the unification of education, which made all levels
of education subject to the management of the Turkish Ministry of
Education, including foreign education.

Accordingly, the importance of studying education and its development in
Turkey lies in the fact that it is one of the basic topics that require shedding
light on it to study its structure inside Turkey and at all its stages, whether
religious, governmental or foreign, and to know the developments and
changes that accompanied it inside Turkey during the period 1923-1971
and to strengthen its structure.

At the end of the study, the researcher concluded the following results:
Education within Turkey went through many advanced stages during the
establishment of the Republic, as education was considered one of the
issues that the new Turkish state focused on most to become among the
ranks of developed countries, especially since the educational institution
was not very developed during the period of the Ottoman Empire.

During the period of the establishment of the Turkish Republic in 1923,
economic, political and social life changed, including education, as Mustafa
Kemal took care of the education institution and gave it all the
requirements in order to develop it like European institutions.

After the death of Ataturk, Ismet Inoni assumed the presidency of the
Turkish Republic, who followed the same approach in managing the
country, especially in the educational aspect. Inéni established educational
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councils to discuss all educational and pedagogical issues and formed
special committees for that. As for the end of the Republican People’s
Party government, democratic openness began and allowed the restoration
of religious education to some extent, especially after the Imam and Khatib
schools were abolished, and they were replaced by Imam and Khatib
courses, since the country became in dire need of graduates from these
Institutions. Three universities were also established in Turkey during that
period: Istanbul, Ankara, and Istanbul Technical University.

The Democratic Party played a major role in education, as all its programs
were discussed by Prime Minister Adnan Menderes. Despite his efforts, he
was unable to advance clearly due to many obstacles, such as the
opposition he faced within the Republican People’s Party, which led to the
end of the Democratic Party and then ending its rule with a coup in 1960
led by Jamal Courcel. Education continued to witness a clear decline during
the period (1960-1971), due to the political and economic crisis to which
the country was exposed. On the political level, it formed weak coalition
governments that presented programs that quickly ended until new
elections came in the country so that weak coalition governments were
formed again. The deterioration of the country's economy, in addition to the
decline in the price of the lira and then the occurrence of inflation, has
negatively affected the educational aspect, in addition to the fact that
religious education has witnessed several times the closure or reduction of
schools for imams and preachers.
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