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Abstract

Light plays a crucial role among the factors contributing to
life on Earth. Consequently, the activities of most organisms,
including humans, are dependent on the presence of light. Since
the dawn of life and the emergence of human activity, the initial
awareness for humans was the recognition of sunlight as a
fundamental element of life. Humans observed their
surroundings extensively in the presence of sunlight, and the
earliest humans sought to align their activities closely with
sunlight. With the absence of sunlight, major human activities
would cease, transitioning to stillness and sleep at sunset.

As time progressed, humans discovered alternative means
of illumination, despite their limitations. Despite their
simplicity, these methods became the primary means to find a
substitute for sunlight during the night. They allowed humans to
engage in simple activities illuminated by light during the night
or in dark places, such as caves and shelters they first inhabited.

Over time, various forms of lighting evolved. With the
increase in these forms, human activities intensified, and their
lives underwent significant changes, giving rise to a new
lifestyle not previously known to humans. Hence, this study
aims to unveil an important aspect of human activities
influenced by the presence of light and its impact on social life.

The focus of the study is on the civilization in the Islamic state,
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specifically on "Means and Methods of Lighting in the Arab
Islamic State until 656 AH/1258 AD: A Historical Study."

The objective of this study is to highlight the role of
lighting in Islamic civilization, tracing its evolution over the
ages, the role of Muslim artists in its development, the materials
used in its manufacture and improvement. Additionally, the
study explores the role of lighting beyond dispelling darkness at
night, as it became a means of entertainment used in events and
celebrations. The study also examines its impact on scientific
life and its role in extending scientific sessions into the night.
Furthermore, the study investigates its influence on social life in
all aspects. The significance of the study lies in its exploration
of the importance of light and its impact on social and scientific
life. It represents a comprehensive examination, for the first
time, of the crucial aspect of illumination and its influence on
social and scientific life, along with the role of authorities in its
care. Despite the scattered nature of information on illumination
in historical books and sources, this study serves as a motivator
to delve into the evolution of lighting in various aspects of life.
Despite existing previous studies on lighting and its
development, this study complements the work initiated by

researchers in this field.
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