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A Proposed Conception to Develop a Program for Preparing
Social Studies Teachers in Colleges of Basic Education in Iraq
according to Contemporary Standards

Abstract
The research aims to:

1 _Identifying the level of reality of the program of preparing social studies
teachers in the colleges of basic education.

2_ The significance of the statistical differences of the reality of the program of
preparing social studies teachers in the colleges of basic education according to
the gender variable (males - females).

3_ The significance of the statistical differences of the reality of the program of
preparing social studies teachers in the colleges of basic education according to
the variable of the scientific title (Professor - Assistant Professor -Lecturer -
Assistant Lecturer).

4 Presenting a proposed vision for the development of the program for
preparing social studies teachers in the colleges of basic education in accordance
with contemporary standards.

In order to achieve the objectives of the current research, the researcher adopted
the descriptive approach, which is one of the branches of scientific research and
iIs known as one of the forms of analysis and scientific interpretation as an
approach for her study. The research population consists of (190) teaching staff
members, distributed by 127 males and 63 females. The research sample
consisted of (80) teaching staff members of the colleges of basic education in
Iraq, at a rate of 42.10% of the original research population, distributed
according to the specified percentage and according to the variables of the
current research. So the applied research sample was chosen by the method of
stratified random sampling.

With a proportional distribution, and for collecting the study data, a certain tool
Is required, so the researcher prepared a questionnaire. The questionnaire of the
program for preparing social studies teachers consisted of (43) items and five
domains. The first domain consists of (4) items, the second domain consists of
(8) items , and the third domain consists of (12) items. The fourth domain
consists of (8) items, and the fifth domain consists of (11) items. The
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questionnaire identified alternatives to the answer, which include (strongly agree
, agree , neutral, disagree , strongly agree ), and the weights of these alternatives
(5- 4-3-2-1). The highest degree of the answer is (215) marks and the lowest
degree is (43) marks, with a hypothetical average of (129) marks. As the
researcher elicited the psychometric characteristics of the questionnaire,
including the face validity and construction validity. As the reliability of the
questionnaire was also extracted by Alpha Cronbach method and its
discriminatory power. After extracting the psychometric characteristics of the
questionnaire, the tool was applied to the above-mentioned research sample and
then the data has been analyzed using the statistical package for social sciences

(Spss).
The results are as follows:

1- The results of the distributed questionnaire domains appeared as follows:

First: the domain of specialization: the arithmetic mean was (11.684), the
standard deviation was (3.214), and the calculated t-value was (0.897), which is
smaller than the tabular value of (1.99) and it is not statistically significant,
because the hypothetical average is greater than the arithmetic average of (12).

Second: The domain of educational goals: the arithmetic mean reached (25.629)
and the standard deviation was (5.024), and the calculated t-value reached (2.9),
which is higher than the tabular value of (99.1), and it is statistically significant
and in favor of the arithmetic mean, because the arithmetic mean is greater than
the hypothetical average of (24).

Third: The domain of the courses: The arithmetic mean reached (37,074) and the
standard deviation was (5.847), and the calculated T-value reached to (1.643),
which is smaller than the tabular value of (99.1) and it is not statistically
significant despite the fact that the arithmetic mean is greater than the
hypothetical average of (36).

Fourth: The domain of teaching methods: The arithmetic mean was (28.165) and
the standard deviation was (5.339), and the calculated T-value reached (6.978),
which is higher than the tabular value of (99.1) and it is statistically significant
and in favor of the arithmetic mean, because the arithmetic mean is greater than
the hypothetical average of (24).

Fifth: The domain of teaching aids and educational techniques: The arithmetic
mean was (33.321) and the standard deviation was (5.807), and the calculated T-
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value reached to (1.643), which is smaller than the tabular value of (99.1) and it
IS not statistically significant despite the fact that the arithmetic mean is greater
than the hypothetical average of ( 33).

2- The results of the research found that there is no statistically significant
difference according to the gender variable (female, male) in the research
sample.

The results of the research indicated that there are no statistically significant
differences according to the variable of academic titles for the level of the social
studies teacher preparation program.

After presenting and discussing the results, the researcher reached several
conclusions, the most important of which are:

1 Despite the economic, security and social challenges faced by the colleges of
basic education in previous years, they were able to maintain the average level
of the program for preparing social studies teachers in general.

2- The lack of the financial support for the colleges of basic education by the
relevant authorities, which had a clear impact on the axis of educational means
and techniques, because that axis requires continuous financial support to
change and develop educational means and techniques.

Through what was stated in the current research, and for the purpose of
presenting a proposed vision for the development of the program for preparing
teachers of social sciences, the researcher recommends the following:

1 Paying attention to teaching the concepts and principles of contemporary
standards in academic courses and their importance in improving and
developing job performance in general.

2_ Holding workshops for training and qualifying social studies teachers on the
methods and techniques of applying contemporary standards in job performance
and teaching situations, and showing their positive role in developing the
educational process and keeping pace with modern technology.

The researcher presented a set of suggestions:

1 Evaluating and developing the teaching competencies of teaching staff
members at the College of Basic Education in the light of contemporary
standards.
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2_ Conducting a study to find out the importance of applying contemporary
standards in the teacher preparation program at the University of Diyala and
their reflection in the educational field.



