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Abstract

The present study has aimed at determining the impact of active

learning on developing creative thinking among secondary school
students in the subject of history .

To reach this aim, the researcher has made the following zero
hypothesis :-

- There is no statistically significant difference at level 0.05
between the scores averageof creative thinking of the
experimental group students who study the history of Arab
Islamic civilization with the strategy of active learning and that
of the control group students who study the same subject in the
traditional method .

- There is no statistically significant difference at level 0.05
between the score average of the pre-test and that of the post-
test for both groups .

The present research has been limited to :-
1
2

day secondary schools in the city of Baquba .

students of fourth grade /literary branch in day secondary
schools — Diyala Education Directorate .

the first semester of the academic year 2011-2012 .

the first seven chapters of the textbook (The History of Arab
Islamic Civilization ) .

H W
1 d

The researcher has chosen the partial control experimental design as
method followed in the work . The research community included all the
secondary schools with literary branches . The researcher purposely
chose the location to be the city of Baquba , but he settled on Diyala
secondary school for boys through drawing lots . Two classes of the

B



fourth grade / literary branch have been chosen to be the experimental
group and the control group . The research sample included 63 students
divided into 31 in the experimental group and 32 in the control group .
The two groups have undergone a process of variable equipollence ( the
previous year grades , time age , the educational level of the parents ,
intelligence ) .

The experiment took 14 weeks and used T-test , K-square , Spearman-
Brown equation and Pearson coefficient as statistical means to process
the research data .

The results have shown that there is a statistically significant difference
at level 0.05 in favour of the experimental group that studied the history
of Arab Islamic civilization using active learning strategy in developing
the creative thinking . In light of these results , the researcher has
concluded that :-

- active learning strategy has contributed to developing the
creative thinking of students , in addition to developing other
behavioural aspects such as attendance and time organization .

The researcher has come out with the following recommendations :-

- Adopting active learning in teaching the history of Arab Islamic
civilization for fourth grade students — literary branch .
- Training teachers on active learning through training courses .

Moreover , the researcher has made the following suggestions :-

- Adopting active learning as an effective tool of teaching
methodologies for history curricula in the colleges and
institutes that prepare the teachers of this subject .

- Giving continuous training courses in modern teaching methods
and techniques such as active learning .



