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Abstract
Introduction — Scope of Research and Source Analysis

The first century after the Hijira witnessed the emergence of a distinguished
group of narrators and historians who had a significant impact on narrating and
recording the events of Islamic history. It is no exaggeration to say that
historical documentation began after the advent of Islam, with the process of
collecting and compiling the Quran being the first step toward documentation
and a foundation for the development of historical awareness. Once Muslims
were assured of the compilation of the Quran into a single manuscript, their
attention turned towards collecting the Hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), especially since there are indications in the Quran that the Hadiths of
the Prophet must be heeded. Consequently, Muslims began documenting the
sayings and actions of the Prophet for guidance and adherence.

The collection of the Prophet's Hadiths was one of the factors that contributed
to the recording of the Prophet's biography. As Muslims collected Hadiths to
explain the Quran and derive rulings, some Hadiths pertained to the life of the
Prophet and his companions. Furthermore, the process of critiquing Hadiths and
distinguishing the authentic from the inauthentic sometimes required knowledge
of the Prophet's biography and that of his companions. This necessity led
scholars to focus on studying the Prophet’s biography, which, over time, became
an independent discipline after initially being part of Hadith studies. As Imam
Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali (peace be upon them) said: "We used to teach the
expeditions of the Prophet as we taught a surah from the Quran." Writing the
Prophet's biography became one of the pillars upon which the writing of
historical events in Islam was based. Thus, historical writing diversified into
various fields, including the Prophet's biography, biographies of notable figures,
conquests, genealogy, and other areas of knowledge.

In light of the aforementioned points, we have chosen to study the thesis titled
"Muhammad ibn Ja'far ibn al-Zubayr (d. after 110 A.H.) and His Role in
Recording the Events of Early Islam.” He was born and raised in the vicinity of
the Prophet’s city and grew up in a family dedicated to the pursuit of
knowledge. Therefore, it is imperative for the historical researcher to give
attention to studying this figure and his scholarly impact. He was one of the
scholars known for his diverse contributions to various fields of knowledge,
gaining widespread fame and a significant position in Islamic history. He
became a key figure for subsequent historians and researchers.

The study is divided into three chapters:

Chapter One: Muhammad ibn Ja'far ibn al-Zubayr — His Life and Scholarly
Biography. This chapter is divided into two sections. The first section discusses
his life, including his name, lineage, titles, upbringing, family, character, virtues,
and his social and scholarly status. The second section covers his scholarly



journey, his teachers and students, his fields of knowledge, the opinions of other
scholars about him, and his death.

Chapter Two is entitled “Muhammad ibn Ja'far’s Role in Recording the
Events of Early Islam”. This chapter is divided into three sections. The first
section addresses his role in narrating events from the Prophet’s era. The second
section discusses his role in narrating events from the Rashidun Caliphate
period. The third section covers his role in narrating other events. This chapter is
relatively extensive compared to the first and third chapters, as required by the
nature of the study.

Chapter Three is titled Analyzing the Narratives of Muhammad ibn Ja'far —
Their Importance and Approach in Presenting Historical Narratives. This
chapter is divided into three sections. The first section examines the chain of
transmission resources used by Muhammad ibn Ja'far and the sources that
referenced him. The second section explores his approach and style in
presenting historical narratives. The third section evaluates the historical value
of his narratives and the narratives transmitted by Ibn Ishaqg (d. 151 AH) through
Muhammad ibn Ja'far. The study relied on a large collection of sources and
references that enriched its chapters with comprehensive information.

The study concluded with several findings, the most important of which is
that Muhammad ibn Ja'far’s knowledge and contributions were not confined to a
single field but were comprehensive and diverse across various domains of
knowledge. In most of his narrations, he adhered to the strict methodology of the
Hadith scholars in ensuring the reliability of the chain of transmission, thus
distinguishing his style with objectivity and accuracy in conveying historical
narratives.
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