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Abstract

The study of the history of the Arabs before Islam and the
examination of various aspects of their lives, including political,
economic, social, and religious dimensions, are worthy of attention and
effort. Clarifying the common image that the Arabs lived before Islam is
crucial, as this period has often been distorted by orientalists. The pre-
Islamic history of the Arabs is a significant link in their overall history,

deserving the interest of researchers and historians.

Lexicographical books are considered a massive scientific
resource, not less important than historical books, as the historical content
they contain is closely related to historical events and serves as mirrors of
the era. Lexicographical works often contain historical information that
historians might overlook. The book "Shams al-'Ulum wa-Daw' al-Kalam
al-'Arab min al-Kalam" stands at the forefront of linguistic dictionaries,
encompassing a wealth of historical information about the pre-Islamic era
of the Arabs, covering all aspects of their lives, including society,

religion, economy, politics, and more.

Our study focuses on the dictionary "Shams al-'Ulum wa-Daw' al-
Kalam al-'Arab min al-Kalam" by Nashwan al-Humayri, who passed
away in 573 AH (1177 AD). Researchers may have overlooked the
historical information in this book, assuming that it does not address the
Arabs before Islam. The study employs a historical analytical and
descriptive approach, shedding light on the historical events experienced
by the Arabs at that time. Comparison is also used to connect historical

facts and ensure their accuracy.

The nature of the subject necessitated dividing the study into an

introduction, four chapters, preceded by an analysis of important sources,



and a conclusion containing the study's key findings, a list of sources and

references, and a summary in English. The chapters cover the following:

1.

Introduction: Discussing the life of Nashwan al-Humayri and his
works.
. Chapter One: Social life among the Arabs before Islam, including

marital life, food, clothing, decoration tools, customs, traditions,

and entertainment.

Chapter Two: Religious life among the Arabs before Islam,
exploring pagan religions, Abrahamic religions, other worship

practices, and religious rituals.

Chapter Three: Economic life among the Arabs before Islam,
covering markets, sales, commercial transactions, and economic

activities.

Chapter Four: Political life among the Arabs before Islam,
discussing kingdoms in the northern, central and eastern Arabian

Peninsula, and southern regions.

The study concludes with a summary of the main findings in

English.
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