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Abstract

During the study period 1968-1974, the Iraqi press in general and the Kurdish
press in particular witnessed many developments that affected the change in
its approach and expression of its opinion on political, economic and social
issues. later, the newspapers reviewed them according to the perspective of
their editors and writers, until it became useful to shed light on the Kurdish
newspapers and their suffering from national and intellectual persecution as a
natural outcome of what the Kurdish street suffered in its time and again
search for national rights and political independence.

In fact, our interest in Kurdish journalism came during the study period,
because it was an outlet for the people and the main tool for expressing the
opinion of the street. Therefore, the study focused on Al-Nour newspaper, as
it was part of the Kurdish press published in Baghdad since October 21, 1968,
through the efforts of Hilmi Ali Sharif and Abdul Sattar Taher Sharif, who
were its editor-in-chief during its investigation between the years (1968-
1974). This newspaper had a role in charting the history of the Kurds as it was
the mouthpiece of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, which increased the
researcher’s interest in clarifying the intellectual approach of the newspaper’s
writers and their effective contribution in clarifying the course of events on
the Iraqi scene and introducing the political and social composition of the
newspaper’s editors and writers and their approach, which was reflected in
the newspaper’s pages.

One of the most important things that the study focused on was the support of
Al-Nour newspaper for the government at that time, as it supported the
government of Abdul Karim Qasim and considered him the savior of the
Kurds and the fulfiller of their wishes. It also supported the farmers in their
demand to implement the agricultural reform law, in addition to its support
for Kurdish students for the purpose of improving their educational situation,
in addition to demanding the implementation of agreements with the central
government, such as the June 1966 agreement and the statement of March 11,
1970, which subjected it to closure.

The newspaper did not stop even after its closure, as Abdel Sattar Taher Sharif
secretly reopened it in Beirut, but its approach and content changed from what



it was before. Abdel Sattar Taher Sharif’s focus was on the political aspect,
without mentioning the social aspect. As for the economic aspect, it was not
focused on, except for what was mentioned due to the Kurdistan
Revolutionary Party’s support for the Kurdish farmer and the necessity of
raising his standard of living, and because of the limited funding and the
authorities’ fight at that time against the newspaper’s approach, which forced
Abdul Sattar Taher Sharif to close it.
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