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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate "The Impact of Employing the Strategies
of Silent Thinking and Sequential Information on Literary Appreciation
and Inferential Thinking Among Fifth-Year Students of the Literary
Branch in the Arabic Language Subject." To achieve the research objective
and test its hypotheses, the researcher followed the experimental method
and selected a quasi-experimental design suitable for the study. The
design included three groups: two experimental groups and one control

.group

The research population consisted of fifth-year literary branch students
enrolled in preparatory schools under the General Directorate of
Education in Holy Karbala (Central District) for the academic year 2023-
2024. The research sample was selected using simple random sampling,
totaling 108 students, with 36 students in each group. The researcher
ensured equivalence between the three groups in variables such as pre-
intelligence test scores, students' chronological age (in months), prior

knowledge, previous year's grades, and parental education level

After identifying the study material, the researcher selected the first and
second semesters of the Arabic Language, Literature, and Texts textbook
for fifth-year literary students for the 2023-2024 academic year. Based on
the content and research objectives, the researcher formulated 261
behavioral objectives covering the six levels of Bloom's taxonomy in the
cognitive domain (knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis,
synthesis, and evaluation). The researcher also prepared 51 lesson plans,
with 17 plans per group, delivering one lesson per week for each group

To measure the study variables, the researcher developed two research

instruments:

1- A Literary Appreciation Test, consisting of 25 multiple-choice questions,

each with four answer options.

2- An Inferential Thinking Test, consisting of five texts, with five questions
per text, each assessing a different inferential thinking.



After completing the test development, the instruments were reviewed by
experts, and their feedback was incorporated. The researcher confirmed
face validity, then applied the tests to two pilot samples. Statistical
analysis determined the discrimination power and difficulty level of the
test items. The reliability coefficient for the Literary Appreciation Test was
0.93, while for the Inferential Thinking Test, it was 0.92, both calculated
using Cronbach's alpha, indicating high reliability (above 0.80)

Once the preparatory procedures were completed, the Literary
Appreciation Test was administered on Tuesday, April 30, 2024, followed
by the Inferential Thinking Test on Tuesday, May 7, 2024. After
administering both tests to the three research groups, the researcher
collected and analyzed the data statistically, using one-way ANOVA to test
for significant differences among the groups.

The final results showed that the two experimental groups outperformed
the control group in both literary appreciation and inferential thinking

tests.
The researcher explains these results as follows:

1- The Silent Thinking Strategy helped improve literary appreciation by

encouraging students to use their prior knowledge and organize their

thoughts, enabling them to understand the deeper meanings of texts,

whether prose or poetry, thus enhancing their literary appreciation.

2-The Silent Thinking Strategy captured students' attention and
motivation, as its novelty and distinctive features made learning more

engaging and stimulated active thinking.

3-This strategy moved away from rote memorization, instead allowing
students to engage their senses and develop a meaningful understanding
of the subject matter, enhancing the learning process.

4-The superior performance of the first experimental group (Silent
Thinking Strategy) could also be attributed to the researcher's
understanding of students' boredom with traditional teaching methods, as



well as the strategy's ability to encourage free expression of ideas based

on prior knowledge.

Regarding the second experimental group, which used the Sequential

Information Strategy, the results can be interpreted as follows:

1- This strategy acted as a cognitive bridge, linking new knowledge with
students' existing knowledge, allowing them to organize and structure
their thoughts more logically.

2-It created a student-centered learning environment, keeping students

actively engaged and mentally prepared for learning

3-The clarity, precision, and conciseness of this strategy contributed to
long-term retention of information by structuring it in a meaningful way,

embedding it effectively in students' cognitive frameworks.

The study also found no statistically significant difference between the two

experimental groups (Silent Thinking and Sequential

Information) in their impact on inferential thinking development. The

researcher attributes this to:

1-Both strategies being rooted in constructivist learning theory, which
promotes meaningful learning by enabling students to utilize prior

knowledge in understanding new concepts.

2-The constructivist philosophy underlying both strategies: emphasizing
active learning, the discovery of hidden meanings in texts, and their
reformulation in a way that aligns with prior knowledge, enhancing

interaction with new information.

3-The way the Silent Thinking Strategy presented study materials
improved students' cognitive abilities, encouraging them to search for
knowledge by linking new material with previous knowledge and personal
learning needs, thereby fostering inferential thinking development.



:Additional findings include

1- The first experimental group (Silent Thinking Strategy) significantly
.outperformed the control group in inferential thinking

2-The second experimental group (Sequential Information Strategy) also

significantly outperformed the control group in inferential thinking.
Based on these findings, the researcher recommends:

-Incorporating modern teaching strategies, particularly Silent Thinking
and Sequential Information, in Arabic literature instruction, as they have
proven effective in enhancing literary appreciation and inferential

thinking.

2- Conducting further studies using these modern strategies to enhance

learning and thinking skills.
To further expand this research, the researcher suggests:
1- Conducting a similar study at different educational levels

2-Investigating the impact of these strategies on female students, to

explore potential gender-based differences.



