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Abstract

International protection sometimes represents proactive action by the
international community to prevent human rights violations in general and
child labor violations in particular. More frequently, it is a reaction to such
violations. The phenomenon of child labor constitutes a flagrant
infringement of children's rights to physical, psychological, and health
safety, ultimately resulting in a deformed and unhealthy generation that
negatively impacts future generations. Accordingly, the significance of this
study, titled "International Protection of Child Labor and Its Impact on
Iragi Legislation™, lies in addressing this phenomenon by shedding light on

the protections granted to working children.

The core issue of this study revolves around two key questions: To what
extent do international and national legal texts provide special, appropriate,
and sufficient protection for working children? How effective are these

texts in achieving protection for this vulnerable group within society?

The study aims to identify the protective measures provided by
international instruments for working children and to assess the extent to
which Iragi legislation aligns with these measures. To achieve this, the
study employs the legal analytical method to examine the relevant legal

texts in both international instruments and Iragi legislation.

The study begins by defining the concept of child labor and highlighting
the causes and consequences of this phenomenon. It further focuses on
identifying the protection regulations established by the Iragi legislator and

assessing their conformity with international standards.

The study reached several conclusions, including that the term “child

labor," as recognized by the international community, encompasses all
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forms of work performed by children under the age of 18 that, due to its
duration or nature, hinders their education, harms their health, and impedes
their physical, mental, and moral development, thereby jeopardizing their
future. Economic factors are identified as the primary cause of child labor.
The international legal provisions have sought to limit the exploitation of
children in the workforce by introducing several regulations, most notably

setting a minimum working age.

Similarly, Iraqgi legislation has kept pace with these international provisions
by establishing a minimum working age of 15 years in the Republic of Iraq
and prohibiting the employment of children below this age. Furthermore,
the legislation permits the employment of those between the ages of 15 and

18 under specific conditions and refers to them as "juvenile workers."

The study concludes with several recommendations, including the need for
the government to address the root causes of child labor, primarily
economic factors. It also calls for amending Article 105 of the current
Labor Law, as the criminal penalty stipulated therein is insufficient to
achieve the level of protection that the Labor Law seeks to provide for

working children.
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