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Abstract

The study of topics through travel and geographical literature holds
particular importance and a special appeal for many researchers and
scholars. This significance lies in the valuable and rare information found in
the works of travelers and geographers, as these texts provide details about
times and places that would have remained unknown were it not for their
explorations. In addition to geographical content, these works also address
social, political, and economic aspects. However, the most significant
aspect, which is the focus of this study, is the scientific dimension—

specifically, the scholarly gatherings (majalis al- ‘ulama’).

Cities across the Islamic world hosted these scholarly assemblies, which
witnessed vibrant intellectual activity. These gatherings brought together
scholars, worshippers, and students of knowledge, and were characterized by
remarkable intellectual and disciplinary diversity. Numerous scholars
emerged in various fields, and their contributions were recorded in works
that are still referenced today. These gatherings also played a major role in
educating individuals and nurturing them in refined manners and high moral

standards.

Furthermore, the significance, merit, and evolution of scholarly gatherings
are highlighted, along with the etiquette governing them—etiquette related
to interpersonal conduct, self-development through learning and refinement,
and behavior that safeguards human dignity. These etiquettes form the
foundation for all types of assemblies and gradually developed to align with

the transformations witnessed in Arab-Islamic society.
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