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Abstract

The history of the Arabs before Islam constitutes a pivotal stage in
understanding the development of Arab society and its cultural, religious,
and social structures, as it contains features that pave the way for grasping
the transformation brought about by Islam later on. Arabic sources have
addressed this period from multiple perspectives, most notably in books of
biography (sirah), history, and literature. However, despite their primarily
linguistic nature, Arabic lexicons also contain a wealth of information that
sheds considerable light on various civilizational aspects of pre-Islamic Arab
life.

Foremost among these lexicons is 7aj al- ‘Ariis min Jawahir al-Qamiis by al-
Zabidi, which is not merely a linguistic reference, but a comprehensive
encyclopedia that has enriched researchers with abundant material across
various domains of Arab life. In particular, it contains precise references to
the Arabs’ lives in the pre-Islamic period, encompassing their social,
religious, political, and economic aspects. Thus, 7aj al-‘Aris cannot be
classified as a purely linguistic dictionary, but rather as a knowledge
compendium with civilizational and historical dimensions.

The motivation behind selecting this topic stems from a desire to uncover
the historical content within this linguistic dictionary and to examine the
extent of the information it provides regarding the history of the Arabs
before Islam in its various religious, social, political, and economic aspects.
Furthermore, the study aims to highlight the value, accuracy, and sources of
this historical material, thereby contributing to the expansion of the use of
linguistic lexicons as vital historical sources—sources no less significant
than works of history, biography, or chronicles. The information available in
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