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Abstract

The Abbasid era, in general, represents a pivotal stage in Islamic history,
characterized by profound political, economic, social, and cultural transformations.
During this period, the Islamic provinces experienced intense internal and external
interactions that impacted their structure and stability. Among these provinces,
Egypt held a central place in these historical transformations, owing to its strategic
location and geographical position linking the East and the West, in addition to its
abundant natural and human resources. These factors rendered Egypt a key
province in the political and economic system of the Abbasid Caliphate. Ensuring
stability and proper administration in Egypt was therefore a primary objective of
the Abbasid caliphs, particularly given Egypt’s significance as one of the main
contributors to the state treasury and a critical hub for securing trade and
communication routes between the Abbasid capital, Baghdad, and the regions of
the Hijaz, the Levant, and Africa. Furthermore, Egypt emerged as a prominent
intellectual center that attracted scholars across various disciplines, making it one
of the pillars of Islamic civilization. All of this shaped the nature of its relationship
with the Abbasid state and motivated the Caliphate to appoint powerful governors,
although this same prominence also made it vulnerable to unrest whenever
administrative control weakened or the interests of the local population diverged
from those of the central Abbasid authority.

The reign of Caliph ‘Abdullah al-Ma 'miin (198-218 A.H. / 813-833 A.D.) is
considered one of the periods during which signs of political, economic, and social
unrest in Egypt became particularly evident. Although al-Ma'miin’s era is
generally associated with a flourishing of knowledge and intellectual debate—
especially in Baghdad—Egypt simultaneously witnessed several waves of

rebellion and disorder. Some of these disturbances had political and economic



dimensions, while others stemmed from religious, social, tribal, or even separatist
ambitions.

These disturbances posed a genuine threat to the Abbasid state on multiple
fronts. As a result, Caliph al-Ma’miin sought to implement the necessary measures
to reintegrate Egypt into the fold of the Abbasid Caliphate. To explore the
implications and challenges of these measures, the current study was undertaken
under the title:

"The Unrest in Egypt during the Reign of al-Ma’'miin al-'Abbasi (198-218
A.H. / 813-833 A.D.)."

This study aims to shed light on this critical period in Egypt’s history through

a systematic analysis of the events and incidents related to revolts, rebellions, and
the administrative and military struggles that occurred under Caliph al-Ma miin’s
rule. It also attempts to trace the Abbasid Caliphate’s policies in addressing these
disturbances and to interpret the evolving relationship between the central
authority in Baghdad and the province of Egypt—particularly in light of the
successive appointments of governors and the divergence in their approaches.
Due to the nature of the subject, the study has been divided into three chapters,
preceded by an introduction that outlines the significance of the topic, presents the
main sources and modern references consulted, and concludes with the key
findings. This is followed by an appendix, a list of references used, and an abstract
in English.

Chapter One, titled "The Historical Geography of Egypt: A Study of the
Foundational Elements of Egypt’s Structure”, includes: The origin of Egypt's
name, Egypt in the Qur’an and Hadith, geographical location, topographical
features, Egyptian cities, water resources, Egyptian ports, the climate, and the
political structure and administrative divisions. Additionally , the economic

aspects, social structure and scientific and cultural activity in Egypt.
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