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Abstract:

The study, which has settled on the title "The Sufi Image at the novel
of The Forty Rules of Love by Elif Shafak and its Effect on the Arabic
Novel (A Comparative Study)", focuses on the following novels: The Forty
Rules of Love by the American-Turkish author Elif Shafak, The Guardian
of Divine Love by the Egyptian-Arab writer Adham Al-Aboudi, and A
Small Death by the Saudi-Arab writer Mohammed Hassan Alwan. It aims to
reveal the patterns and forms of the Sufi image according to the
components of postmodern writing. This stems from the intentional
deviations and veiled meanings that the novelists embedded in their
narrative texts, which led the researcher to classify them within the context
of postmodern discourses. These novels drew on certain philosophies of
postmodernism through the intervention of ideologies via parallel
narratives, such as the story of Ella and Aziz Zahara in The Forty Rules
of Love, Shams of Tabriz and Jalal ad-Din Rumi in The Guardian of
Divine Love, and the fictional manuscript parallel to the biography of
Sheikh al-Akbar Ibn Arabi in A Small Death. These narrative elements
diverged from the novels' Sufi nature and introduced them into the
archipelagos of political and global systems, as well as the tenets of

postmodernism and its implicit ideological dimensions.

Thus, the researcher relied on a comparative and cultural critical
approach within the general framework, in addition to some other critical
methodologies that intermingled throughout this study according to the
nature of the texts and themes in the specific novels under examination.
These works approached historical writing and autobiography more than

traditional narrative writing, prompting us to adopt mechanisms of cultural




criticism and interpretation, while also drawing on Jacques Derrida's
deconstruction and Michel Foucault's archaeological analysis to
uncover the postmodern implications embedded by the novelists in their
discourse. This was done in light of a comparative process involving a range
of psychological, contemplative, religious, cultural, ideological, and
aesthetic factors, which precisely delineate the divergence versus mutual
convergence through which the current study attains its depth in comparative

critical and cultural analysis.

This study aims to discuss the themes outlined through the Sufi image
and the phenomenon of divine love in contemporary narrative discourse.
Consequently, it highlights the significance of its subject matter, which
addresses the Sufi representation within the Western context, encompassing
other intellectual, social, and cultural dimensions as exemplified by the
character of the narrator, Elif Shafak, and her cultural references, as well
as the Eastern perspective represented by authors like Aboudi and Alwan
and their cultural frameworks through the relationships of influence and

interaction among different literatures.

The study clearly and distinctly notes the impact of Shafak’s novel
"The Forty Rules of Love" on Arabic literature, drawing attention to the
influence of Eastern spirituality on the characters within "The Forty Rules
of Love." It also addresses postmodern literature as a culture reflecting life
in the postmodern era, which relies on the duality of phobia and tolerance
(both negative and positive distortions) in relation to difference and ethnic
and religious diversity. This duality is perceived by novelists as the optimal
path to ending the rigorous struggles of intellectual, cultural, and religious
conflicts.
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(2) see: An Introduction to Mythology, Spence, 1921, pp. 41-42.
(3) see: The Science of Thought, Max Muller, 1887, p. 7.
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Mythology was not essential part of ancient religion for it had no
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The myth was derived from the ritual, and not the ritual from the
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(1) The principles of sociology, Herbert Spencer, 1898, p. 131.
(2) see: Lectures on the Religion of the Semites, Smith, 1914, pp. 17-18.
(3) An Introduction to Mythology, Spence, 1921, p. 63.
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ALEXANDRIA, NOVEMBER 1252
"Beneath dark waters in a well, he is dead now. Yet his eyes follow me
wherever I go, bright and imposing, like two dark stars ominously hanging
in the sky above. I came to Alexandria hoping that if I traveled far enough, I

could escape this piercing memory and stop the wail echoing inside my
mind, that very last cry he gave out before his face drained of blood, his



eyes bulged out, and his throat closed in an unfinished gasp, the farewell of
a stabbed man. The howl of a trapped wolf" ("
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“We have heard from a reliable source where you came from and who you
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know that after the death of Hassan Sabbah and the incarceration of your
leaders, the order is not what it used to be. You came to Konya to escape
persecution, and you have been under disguise ever since” ™.
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1256 (2 (1975 ol ¢! JLeS o cByliazedly syl § 2aadlad! (2)

58 (o il gl ol iez 3 2009 ¢ 5S4 s3pmeal opall gttty Jaglalt (3)



T Ll e 5 ki (el e 515 oy e Lot s iy Biske L 2y 3Vl
:olala Jgas
"AN INN OUTSIDE SAMARKAND, MARCH 1242

Beeswax candles flickered in front of my eyes above the cracked wooden
table. The vision that took hold of me this evening was a most lucid one" @,
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“What do you want?” I asked. “Why are you pulling my arm?”
“What do I want?” the innkeeper roared with a scowl. “I want you to stop
screaming, for starters, that’s what I want. You are scaring away my

customers.” “Really? Have I been screaming?” I muttered as I managed to
pull myself free from his grip. “You bet you were! You were screaming like
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(2) The forty rules of love, Elif Shafak, 2010, p. 23.
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a bear with a thorn stuck in its paw. What happened to you? Did you doze
off during dinner? You must have had a nightmare or something.”

I knew that this was the only plausible explanation, and if I went along
with it, the innkeeper would be satisfied and leave me in peace. Still, I did
not want to lie. “No, brother, I have neither fallen asleep nor had a bad
dream,” I said. “Actually, I never have dreams.” “How do you explain all
that screaming, then?” the innkeeper wanted to know. “I had a vision.
That’s different™".
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(1) The forty rules of love, Elif Shafak, 2010, p. 24.
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“Would you like me to ask Kerra what she can do about it?” Rumi asked.
“No, because what I need is not in the kitchen. It is in the tavern. I am in
the mood to get drunk, you see.”
“You mean, you want me to get you wine?” Rumi asked, pronouncing the
last word cautiously, as if afraid of breaking it. “That’s right. I'd so much
appreciate it if you would get us some wine. Two bottles would be enough,
one for you, one for me. But do me a favor, please. When you go to the

tavern, don’t just simply get the bottles and come back. Stay there for a
while. Talk to the people. I'll be waiting here for you. No need to rush”® .,
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(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 156.
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“I'm not looking for something different. I'm looking for God,” I said. “My
quest is a quest for God.” “Then you are looking for Him in the wrong
place,” he retorted, his voice suddenly thickened. “God has left this place!
We don’t know when He will be back.” My heart flailed away at my chest

wall upon hearing this. “When one speaks ill of God, he speaks ill of
himself” .
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(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 25.
(2) See: The Sufi doctrine of Rumi, William C. Chittick, 2005, p. 9.
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"BAGHDAD, APRIL 1242
Baghdad took no note of the arrival of Shams of Tabriz, but I will never
forget the day he came to our modest dervish lodge. We had important
guests that afternoon. The high judge had dropped by with a group of his
men, and I suspected there was more than cordiality behind his visit.

Renowned for his dislike of Sufism, the judge wanted to remind me that he
kept an eye on us, just as he kept an eye on all the Sufis in the area” ©).
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(3) Shafak, 2010, p. 35.
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“We live in the most magnificent city in the world,” the judge pronounced
as he popped a fig into his mouth. “Today Baghdad overflows with refugees
running away from the Mongol army. We provide them safe haven. This is
the center of the world, don’t you think, Baba Zaman?” “This city is a gem,
no doubt,” I said carefully. “But let us not forget that cities are like human
beings. They are born, they go through childhood and adolescence, they
grow old, and eventually they die. At this moment in time, Baghdad is in its
late youth. We are not as wealthy as we used to be at the time of Caliph
Harun ar-Rashid, though we can still take a measure of pride in being a

center of trade, crafts, and poetry. But who knows what the city will look
like a thousand years from now? Everything might be different”® .
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“Then go ahead and punish me,” I retorted. “If God’s paradise is reserved
for people of your kind, I’d rather burn in hell anyhow” ™,
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(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 95.



"Is there a worse hell than the torment a man suffers when he knows deep
down in his conscience that he has done something wrong, awfully wrong?
Ask that man. He will tell you what hell is. Is there a better paradise than
the bliss that descends upon a man at those rare moments in life when the
bolts of the universe fly open and he feels in possession of all the secrets of
eternity and fully united with God? Ask that man. He will tell you what
heaven is” ™.
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"Unaware of my thoughts, Shams continued. “I don’t care about haram or
halal. I'd rather extinguish the fire in hell and burn heaven, so that people
could start loving God for no other reason than love.”

“You shouldn’t go around saying such things. People are mean. Not
everyone would understand,” I said, not realizing that I would have to
think more about this warning before its full implications could sink in" @,
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(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 123.
(2) Shafak, 2010, p. 150.



Lo Lo gaein (o9 «Ogiton Ll . ygra¥1 e iy oLl sle e Wi o™ snclid

Salgds

2l Lele (ool 1as  gaguadl pasy o ¥ Gdadl poyls 2oy 8 5Ldly Aisd! 550 Lof

Ligate S Aipae 23S Aale Yo Wil (o gagall dseild (Giallg Gorall (e LAST oW
Landl dasoly yla slie! Lgald - «Gupin slinl - s Lal" 2 gaguadl Jody ccudly « jups
Loy (e Aoy Lwinyl (i «3rtin Lai] a1 355 B9 o ySIT il LS (§ 89Sl tyie
e Loy el ¥y il Lo 5035 ! 5801 «dd g L¥ 1 &gl Lagaions
SLelaslsl g 689 Jlims Olusgg wogiew Loy oy 31 i)l Llalang Layliasey e« jypn

.(1) "...4)3@3

ISt s sl slaall Byl (65,1 ot Byl g 8lsall il sia JOLs o
il slgsasl Ladl yya Shlallsda @obe e Lilgy adloll alds e oy Meser Ulle
Lols 3> (o S ool sliadll 8390 e ol I iy gl 235lL8 ((9Slg BLeell
Syledd) ateesd Jall 5l hulll g1l Llasey 8yLadl of dudal!l to)lall L pias Ao
iasg tduld s Liad 3 Bl waally gollly goiall G Lilasg Auzgdeudil) Byguall caidssay
gl wlyasS Ly clighue S5 592) gyl5d " it ol e Jpds e Lol ol @l
135 ST g Lo 155 adl i1 Lol (o s Lo Aall Jsbol sl g 5l o 1]
Ol S oo Lase A by ccline § A ball pasldl § OsimaS o 500 k! a3l
O " dygams s gyl 3y s G9SI1 Jams (B Byglael cliasS by Ly « s Y|
R | PPSAPE T FP A IRCHSDI -2 S U 04 0 Y PR S V-AE PO | JUA I PO
oo Gyt a1 1 gy oad Al Jlaly dilmiss 4l o 0@rl8de b ) A8LAYL «olidiunag
631 Las 63,01 U5 o 5L (Guad!) 2 gdoutd! 30,01 s Ladl Jlaaial cBlewdl 1da (3. 2ol

48-47 Silmiiall 2018 ¢ g3geall (1)

251 40 2018 s35:all (2)



wolio gale Gle ¢ gl Lyl wd LIS (sl cdsey 209 J) 5L goll) rall dagxs )
Aoy 8ylisTg Bkl o lio iy (Grantdl (et 31,8 ClI3 (a9 ¢ agiddly qolally ¢ M1 Al
J2yll S (T Laday ¥ge J JLB cputasg cadS oy (8 alolil s g™ : g dliimlis 3]
) Ayl e lims e 5l Lcilyms yadog oL 51y« pains pimnS Sy

redl ] ol (99 JLaS (Olaio By 19308 cdg 93800 83l

8 ydue Sz lawd! oo cumil wlg oS -

1diag «$¥ge mabiol (s (o Aoy by udh S Il e
Shai ol el casy -

el dbyls e jgime alS -

LY 2SN dll (adST Bue Oly cwdS -

(The Mosque and the Church) :4uisdlg uzewd | 2.1

cOlaly aslshall die Bwwad L il 250509 & g gctd | sguall (10 Bt g zeaed |
cBgll b (9 sag el oty olil) dale gt C8yallg yldatly culaliall ¢ 15Y ()1Se g uzxadld
BLLE ST cshasdl Wil ooy (asliall o1a¥ lud ¥l oIS e ) Tebig 8iss duwie siny
Byl lasyg Ay llg dem gyl dblimgl (o LS e sy > g ¥l dall uelsd 2419y (9
0353 Ol (- Sag dll O aoT gsaty O (- Sag Db cuqeslBy @zl elimg coyl93 Byl GLSL 1da

by gl g2 (nas sLind 3 Bgame
"Neither My heaven nor My earth embraces Me, but the heart of My
believing servant does embrace Me" @,
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(2) Shafak, 2010, p. 122.



"Everything Shams did, he did for my perfection. This is what the
townspeople could never understand. Shams deliberately fanned the flames
of gossip, touched raw nerves, and spoke words that sounded like
blasphemy to ordinary ears, shocking and provoking people, even those
who loved him. He threw my books into water, forcing me to unlearn all
that I knew.... He opened our doors to a prostitute and made us share our
food with her. He sent me to the tavern and encouraged me to talk to
drunks. Once he made me beg across from the mosque where I used to
preach, forcing me to put myself in the shoes of a leper beggar” (.
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"Shams paused briefly and waited as the master lit an oil lamp. Then he
continued. “One of the rules says, you can study God through everything

(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 191.
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and everyone in the universe, because God is not confined in a mosque,
synagogue, or church. But if you are still in need of knowing where exactly
His abode is, there is only one place to look for Him: in the heart of a true
lover. There is no one who has lived after seeing Him, just like there is no
one who has died after seeing Him. Whoever finds Him will remain with
Him forever ",
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"The whole universe is contained within a single human being—you" ©.

(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 44.
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(3) Shafak, 2010, p. 77.
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"Hours before the performance, Rumi and I retreated into a quiet room to
meditate. The six dervishes who were going to whirl in the evening joined
us. Together we performed our ablutions and prayed. Then we donned our
costumes. Earlier we had talked at great length about what the proper
attire should be and had chosen simple fabric and colors of the earth. The
honey-colored hat symbolized the tombstone, the long white skirt the

shroud, and the black cloak the grave. Our dance projected how Sufis
discard the entire Self, like shedding a piece of old skin" @,
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"It was harder than I thought to dress up as a man. Wrapping long scarves
around my breasts, I flattened my chest. Then I put on baggy trousers, a

cotton vest, a long maroon robe, and a turban. Finally, I covered half my
face with a scarf, hoping to resemble an Arab traveler” O,
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"When you kill someone, something from that person passes to you—a sigh,
a smell or a gesture. I call it “the curse of the victim.” It dings to your body
and seeps into your skin, going all the way into your heart, and thus
continues to live within you. People who see me on the street have no way
of knowing this, but I carry with me the traces of all the men I have killed. 1
wear them around my neck like invisible necklaces, feeling their presence
against my flesh, tight and heavy. Uncomfortable though it feels, I have

gotten used to living with this burden and have accepted it as part of my
Jjob. Ever since Cain slew Abel, in every murderer breathes the man he



murdered, that much I know. It doesri’t disturb me. Not anymore. But then
why was I shaken so badly after that last incident?" (")
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"Wars might be present since time immemorial, at least since Cain killed
his brother Abel, but the Mongol army is like nothing we have seen before.

Specialized in more ways than one, they use a vast array of weapons, each
designed for a specific purpose. Every Mongol soldier is heavily armored,

(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 20.



with a mace, an ax, a saber, and a spear. On top of that, they have arrows
that can penetrate armor, set whole villages ablaze, poison their victims, or
pierce the hardest bones in the human body" .
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"This is why people like Rumi get on my nerves. I don’t care how highly
everyone thinks of him. For me he is a coward who spreads nothing but

(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 126.
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cowardice. He might have been a good scholar in the past, but nowadays he
is clearly under the influence of that heretic Shams. At a time when the
enemies of Islam are looming large, what does Rumi preach? Peace!
Passivity! Submission!" @,
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"Now Shams of Tabriz turned toward the door, and I felt down to my

bones that he was gazing at me again. More than that. It was as if he were
looking through and into me, studying the pits and peaks of my soul,
inspecting secrets that were hidden even from me. Perhaps he was involved
with black magic or had been trained by Harut and Marut, the two angels

of Babylon that the Quran warned us against. Or else he possessed

supernatural talents that helped him to see through doors and walls. Either
way he scared me" @,
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(2) Shafak, 2010, p. 45.



e itz pols g e Le¥¥ag Ll toddl eaell colal (Al dygla o1 8y5all siag
ey cmsaes L peatll (S pantndl daio e GLalls alaill L Sall LS Al GLall
spall § Al Aands 29 @ " ygiall LS s Lpdgade Sliga of @OBL" Lt ey sl

(idtSallg A Ladll Gilall zieg ALall HISEY) s ing 7 Lol e 2al8 Uil (6T duzmgdgudid]

G ade cMlatell Blsnis| Lo Lwas (e w485 Dyghe w81 855 ll ol e (e @y
3159 « ek ly ead¥l (g g9 slly I (o Aatall gl (9 Laal LW laes Lelo « sl
i 3iel (a9 Byl Alus By (3 L g gan Bygually slinay s ol 7 lons) (o gl ol
| g 3] tdie Uyag 12 32 5yluiels paseddl el dualay ladl &) Uslatdly 7 Lol
Jlaas¥l plls ¢ y9409 390y o b luedl ot Layd juad 0 audaiudy Laled (ki) Laylas
Jmdad! L 4 of ool Al aa SOl o La cUI3 (8 seall iy ) alandl aS,Ladl
A ¥ 1" 0,01 JISaY) Aaadd ($ 5 Al S5 3 U3 L yiatig e Ll (g splasl]
bl Lo LaadST Lo 3] 8 paiuns JE&T (§ dsumiy g1 (g 39kl JUied! @Ile J) (g5
51t e il LalS (g gl ygadidls dladl die sl (gid! (Aall g9 BLl] oy
JLsed! Ld iyl gf Sl T Uijm (L 1 g o2l gl L diimgy duadl o s
O MLenl e Suma fle Lae iy JWlg 8yl dya ) (g 9kasdl

BE> (FSUSSBEPRCTONDR RVEISELS JPSN AN (SONI ETA FF-E{ - PN ES (A NIV PPt 0%

sl sabs s e @lladl sSG ANy cile g glly e Ld¥ L ool (AN sS4yl
39 «Grmm g3 e A giall Lidlaas) s oo W iy Jlleg 0 @lallé ¢ iall alls dule
9 a9 yeauy yeaddl o 5l Jas ole Jean Paul Sartre gy & yxudl Asin Judxs

Ol @ Adas & il Baulall 5L 5 iyl Butgoind ] AdastS Ba sl duyte Jf oy 2auld #3509 T Bgsuked 5 sl ciwds| :Ernst Cassirer (1)
s diall
(2) See: Language and Myth, Ernst Cassirer, 1946, Ed: Susanne K. Langer, pp. 32-33.
(3) See: Language and Myth, Ernst Cassirer, 1946, Ed: Susanne K. Langer, p. 396.



13 JI @ Iladl sy GLad ¥l 0f" 1 dsds gy @lle J) 4d Liaad g1 pgrell @lall Aay juiy
7% 3 A Lngad g AeaBl o) Yl peind

o2 573 e pllall 2oy 08 cgymad) Jlaai¥l Ll § Aslasdl A5l O gzl a9
Sl g al alius Jlas 1 Lails (Al uelgills atl oy Bacsme Aladis ) 10ilue play
#lie IS (o Syd a8 sl w1 55001 (o) Joall LiaSlang adalaell 2sST1 (598019 A ¥
slady dalazll wlhguatlly « oadly asedl Aasao iyud LS Layalgls gty Llas § Al Aaydall
@outd ga Lo uST I Lasls mabay oIS 2yl as g0 Sllsydl (3 s oslaud ] Cadsgiulld . ()oSII
Adgnll cilgasadl M5 o &oyglail §yg40 L goduidd

39l gas¥ ad¥I Gdall uyls Dls, & cugslag cugsla Byglaul calsgnt i (> (9

] ik (8 SN Laadsy" 5 5 eom Az, ) A3lLall s ¢ yeanlly Yo Silies gne
Olise B it cel gl onainid | (e 258 of Aelon of 2 Jid (0 0yl Gyom 3]
Syt (v Bt dogtoy Lot paly a8 1ing (@ "agn slsu¥l Aiiailly gbeed a5l
¥ Jlizs e ag8a bl cl Las LISy e Hlasg wloleg abluly ;L STy o ralans
Sl OsSU 1 (ol AT s g cLle o8l Laglie (e jxad cilelozlly

Aoty Aoy Amaloats] Lo Jid (e 098 Sl iy g1

Slaobaadl 2583 08 Ayl ausge lylg ) dsizesl gddl G suall elsy I o (e @250l

Leall Oliab oY) @ginill Lol (s daleg ccdgunill L ool (A 2lud Yl @il 25l
A8 ol o o¥ (B8 dmill Adpeall Lplaikg « pogaidl Ll (3 sl dblazdl usy LU
a8 S o las 418 lle g (iilee Bludly 8 rauie Sl gl cilyLi) L ogy oY
s ol oo Anlis /34139 8940 dydanyg toLall Tallay 451 ¥ ciliins Lyiady Jo¥1 2lasll >,
O a2l simulaker SYgamudd” susyall aseall J) Gisl b liag ctudi s 3l e s

67 o Gulaall (ILudl weg e sgamma ol 0 tazmys (1960 « 55las Jgs ol ¥ Laas¥l § 2 ylas (1)
(2S5 28La3) 5 elas] Asma 2017 /JgkT 10 1889y dmll e« (sl Sligiane) Sl dae § (2)

1 o ol @bl idezy 1998 (s Il (0sbMST Aduo (3)



g3seall Jods (Lo soial dicy iy il (] Aslona 3 ciylgn S lilgdl (3 calsg .11

el ae pdlazg cpadlasg ol s o (2] Ll oty J o &) Ogledy Lisll 8™
m

Sllgyll 8 els Aages Aabls Boygla sl yguo re Szt Lild dedd) e Gz Lotiad
LI (o Jolomy wlileg cdme coladoly wiluals Jams Ll ¥ (Loley UbLae! gy a8 JSCan
A A eIl oy Lo o) (B dasd (il pon 1531 481a5 o1, Sasg LidLaS agill (5519, |
Slaladly caladally cilelozdly olog¥ly o Sudly edladl gholin" Lisladl (8 w3 &1 Jglxs
® 00990 (i Lo J) Jgmsld ionn (SiSas 5] (9 el oy b @ el adlantly
e gl «cdinhyylly  zlamadl Jb" gagall Jo by lucsll Aoy slewdly $La2!
el (§ ety a2l LS (ale JS (o madl dega (§ Ogudy «LiasGigln ($ « mayin
By (o piails AT pe CiS ((ralis] s Gosis (B (63 e =S Aa il erlud
cro Ly iiayg «Jadd Syl . 8B g il dslyin Sl o g 1Sy (A SLAJI
S O 3] gy AT Capad g sz (adanl AU cuiae] Ll g ol yd jles als
il Bylaiy Al Lz gl (e (6381 L cdialyl Loy § Lele (ands calS ! guy
Il A1 cdlad Le T (A e Cunindy . tunng Gl o
clgm g «idinlyzn Gy (OUgl B (ol Blin G ¢ L L yomao 2Hlg 21 ] -

"y o sl

digogy ymudl / els2 Yo (ol (nzed @ageall pasl Uglms 2uopull deshaall sda § Gl

Ol oo w by il ) g2y ruaddl G § Gl gl cen sl il (DL g4 8 Bylaa
das (3 ey Ol gogadl Jsl> Lo 929 (Aiginte paied ol Bgunte o) gl cpdl Il
olal t;Lall and c el @l /o il ae aymell 8yl / uda ) L (Solaady Uslas

33 i 2018 g3geall (1)
41 o cnyll plladdd! cpllze tay3 2013 sy o Laundlod | a5 dml Awl (2)
Aasys die alail e 79kl sl 2w 109¥1 (3)

34 40 2018 . gageall (4)



ele2¥ / pmeadld ¢ AIULI / Bl ages « Aadall / o) 8yladl e Lpd 5S35 &yismd Alallin
oyl 8,1l /il a5 of Uy dulan 4T Y] tanigs JI gageadl 1da oI 0l
Buguie elomil e G JUay s o JS 0" 1 pela o5le Martin Heidegger Jss, Uil
ey J&5 o Lo of L The unspokenie osSad! ol JodadI! lda (518 ¢ lgws < Jlay ¥ Las
) sgam Adan ol gageall se Joaadlll Auag3ls (V" Fgae ¥ iy of AU e S
il pies iyt yoan plal Liaay Lo g9 aay A¥s Laimgs 2oyl 5, ladll Cilisg

s IS pausat) geny lu> day Lo pllas 389 Lwurudy

(The legend of Moses and Khidr) :aMud! Laele sty wse 8yskassl 3.2

il ey lec P Linda Hutcheonygeiila lusad 5,55 3LLE <o) i aal

Bygmo LI (158 ¢ polalll 2815l (e 3pwlSail cidgll l3 (8 g Ll e (3lad LY ¢ 5Ll
g2 Gdiadl uelsd 2055 (b Gimanid! Cpadl (uadt Apmseds osla 1 8815 Apsla il
R oyl of Jl eyl dme (8 cylal sa)lad) O (o ey Ilid Al ys /Adlate Lms d
P9 a9l LadL L Apms A1 cuy IS (o ¢ 3T (e I T 35udl O s e a9l e 2l
Aleydl (B SlusYl eliyms 8 caSimsy (s pudl ablall elans oopw (A Gupddl Lgaz s
B Slomseadl 2a, Jselin @ ddl ccaylall Gaally el daydl 5o @il el 0055
dasd Gk g atll (gols tie Gl Guad CByad AT Aes ipe (9 Lbazmg Ll
2S5 el o lS s (o Uy e <l sllacl U tlape i) @ Lo Chgpntll § ciusi 28Ms
Ot dazza (s pueads OIS™ 1035 <l ellae Jody cdsnylog Chgpmtll §giie die agll J) Lo
Ll oag cpdladl coudloma oo Lade Bodima « 3usS Jal e 929 3915 o lle o o
) IMLEY Aad (598 auid g oyl (rgusngls 19318 ool cpdlall ol el (33 il

31 40 2002 ¢ 3893 s Jaglill Zauddy Asll 2iale § (1)

(2) See: A Poetics of Postmodernism: History, Theory, Fiction, Hutcheon L., 1988.
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"Moses was an exemplary man, great enough to become a prophet
someday, as well as a legendary commander and lawmaker. But there was
a time when he sorely needed a spiritual companion to open his third eye.
And that companion was no other than Khidr, the Comforter of the
Distressed and Dejected.
Khidr said to Moses, “I am a lifelong traveler. God has assigned me to roam
the world and do what needs to be done. You say you want to join me in
my journeys, but if you follow me, you must not question anything I do.
Can you bear to accompany me without questioning? Can you trust me

fully?” “Yes, I can,” Moses assured him. “Let me come with you. I promise,
I won’t ask you any questions.”" @,
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(2) Shafak, 2010, pp. 140-141.
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"Then he added softly, “It is one of the forty rules: This world is like a
snowy mountain that echoes your voice. Whatever you speak, good or evil,
will somehow come back to you. Therefore, if there is someone who harbors
ill thoughts about you, saying similarly bad things about him will only
make matters worse. You will be locked in a vicious circle of malevolent
energy. Instead for forty days and nights say and think nice things about
that person. Everything will be different at the end of forty days, because
you will be different inside.”" ",
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(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 142.
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"What matters is to find the soul that will complete yours. All the prophets
have given the same advice: Find the one who will be your mirror! For me
that mirror is Shams of Tabriz. Until he came and forced me to look deep
into the crannies of my soul, I had not faced the fundamental truth about

myself: that though successful and prosperous outside, I was lonely and
unfulfilled inside" (7.
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(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 128.
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"Four years have passed since I stabbed him in that courtyard and dumped
his body in a well, waiting to hear the splash that never came. Not a sound.
It was as if rather than falling down into the water he fell up toward the
sky. I still cannot sleep without having nightmares, and if I look at water,

any source of water, for more than a few seconds, a cold horror grips my
whole body and I throw up” ©.
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(3) Shafak, 2010, p. 22.
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"Tust like Kimya, Zuleikha, too, had been consumed by a desire for a man
who did not respond to her overtures. When the ladies in the city had
maliciously gossiped about her, Zuleikha had invited them all to a banquet.
She gave each of them a knife: and she said (to Joseph), “Come out before
them.” When they saw him, they did extol him, and (in their amazement)
cut their hands: they said, “God preserve us! No mortal is this! This is none
other than a noble angel.”

Who could blame Zuleikha for desiring Joseph so much?

“How do I look?” Kimya asked anxiously before she put on her veil, ready
to step out the door and onto the street. “You look exquisite,” I said. “Your
husband will not only make love to you tonight, he’ll come back tomorrow
asking for more.”" ¥,
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(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 208.
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"As I stood there absorbing the serenity of the moment, but also feeling
slightly nervous, I had a glimpse of a vision. I saw Rumi, a much older and
frailer version of himself, clad in a dark green robe and sitting in exactly
the same spot, looking more compassionate and generous than ever, but
with a permanent scar on his heart in the shape of me. I understood two
things at once: That Rumi would spend his old age here in this house. And
that the wound left by my absence would never heal. Tears pricked in my
eyes” @,
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(2) Shafak, 2010, p. 156.
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“As a Muslim woman, you can keep liking her and even name your
daughter Mary.”
“I don’t have a daughter,” I said.
“You will have one.”
“You think so?”

“I know so” (7,
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"T asked the wind so that it would carry my words to the saints far and
wide. In a little while, the wind returned with an answer. “O dervish, in

this city you’ll find only two extremes, and nothing in between. Either pure
love or pure hatred. We are warning you. Enter at your own risk”®.

(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 198.
(2) Shafak, 2010, p. 69.
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"Thus, he left for Konya. May God protect him. I know I have done the right
thing, and so have you, but my heart is heavy with sadness, and I already
miss the most unusual and unruly dervish my lodge has ever welcomed. In
the end we all belong to God, and to Him we shall return ",
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"It was a male voice that shouted these words, booming menacingly close. 1
pretended not to hear him, preferring to stay inside my vision for at least a
bit longer. I wanted to learn more about my death. I also wanted to see the
man with the saddest eyes. Who was he? How was he related to me, and
why was he so desperately looking for me on an autumn night?
But before I could sneak another look at my vision, someone from the other
dimension grabbed me by the arm and shook me so hard I felt my teeth
rattle in my mouth. It yanked me back into this world" (")
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(1) Shafak, 2010, p. 24.
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"Before my eyes the dervish approached my horse, which was shying and
dancing about, and whispered something inaudible to it. The animal
started to breathe heavily, but when the dervish waved his hand in a final

gesture, it instantly quieted down. A wave of excitement rippled through
the crowd, and I heard someone mutter, “That’s black magic!” """,
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"Since I was a boy, I had received visions and heard voices. I always talked
to God, and He always responded. Some days I ascended all the way up to
the seventh sky as light as a whisper. Then I descended into the deepest
pits of the earth, suffused with the smells of soil, hidden away like a rock
buried under mighty oaks and sweet chestnuts. Every so often I lost my
appetite for food and went without eating for days on end. None of these
things scared me, though in time I had learned not to mention them to

others. Human beings tended to disparage what they couldn’t comprehend.
I had learned that firsthand" @,
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(3) Shafak, 2010, p. 31.
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"Before passing through the gates of a town I've never visited, I take a
minute to salute its saints—the dead and the living, the known and the
hidden. Never in my life have I arrived at a new place without getting the
blessing of its saints first. It makes no difference to me whether that place

belongs to Muslims, Christians, or Jews. I believe that the saints are beyond
such trivial nominal distinctions. A saint belongs to all humanity" .
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(1) Rightly and wrongly. Intercritique of science and myth, Henri Atlan, 1986, p. 10
(2) Shafak, 2010, p. 69.
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"The next day I went back home determined to talk to Shams of Tabriz man
to man. I found him alone in the courtyard, playing the Ney, his head
bowed, his eyes closed, his back turned to me. Fully immersed in his music,
he hadn’t noticed my presence. I approached as quiet as a mouse, taking
the opportunity to observe him and get to know my enemy better. After
what seemed like several minutes, the music stopped. Shams raised his
head slightly, and without looking in my direction, he mumbled flatly, as if
talking to himself, “Hey there, Aladdin, were you looking for me?” I didn’t

say a word. Knowing of his ability to see through closed doors, it didn’t
surprise me that he had eyes in the back of his head" ©.
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