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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to examine a significant long poem that
stands out among contemporary Iraqi and Arab poetry: Uruk’s Anthem by
the Iragi poet Adnan Al-Sayegh. This poem is remarkable for its
profound themes and issues, addressing the condition of modern
humanity in times of war and peace. It embodies the poet’s genuine
experience and suffering under various circumstances, blending emotions
with diverse human stances. This interplay creates an internal conflict
within the poem’s fabric through a host of characters brought to life by
the poet’s rich imagination, through which he voices his perspectives on
the events that have shaped his homeland.

The significance of this study lies in its focus on the poem’s rich
language, which interweaves elements from various generic and stylistic
contexts. The researcher seeks to trace the intersections within the poem’s
language that produce linguistic deviations contributing to the poem’s
distinctive poetic discourse.

This thesis consists of a prelude, three chapters, and a conclusion
summarizing the main findings, along with a list of sources and an
English abstract. The prelude, entitled An Introduction to Poetics:
Concepts and Perspectives, is divided into three sections. The first
discusses Arabic poetics in classical criticism by tracing the contributions
of Al-Jahiz, Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani, Hazem al-Qartajanni, Al-Farabi, Ibn
Sina, and Ibn Rushd, highlighting their views on the elements that realize
poeticity in creative texts. The second section explores the efforts of
modern Arab critics such as Mikha’il Na’ima, Abbas Mahmoud al-
Aggad, Muhammad Kanuni, Youssef Iskandar, and Noufal Abu Ragheef,
revealing their diverse perspectives on Arabic poetics. The third section

outlines the influential theories of Jan Cohen, Roman Jakobson, and
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Kamal Abu-Deeb, who have provided clear frameworks for approaching
the concept of poeticity and understanding its impact within literary texts.

The first chapter investigates the intersections between poetic and
narrative language, covering four sections: the first analyzes poetic
structure in Uruk’s Anthem, the second discusses the duality of structure
and meaning, the third examines narrative construction and its key
elements, and the fourth addresses the internal and external forms of
poetic rhythm in the poem.

The second chapter is dedicated to the study of integrative structure
and includes three sections: symbolic references in Uruk’s Anthem;
interpretive references produced by specific linguistic devices employed
by the poet; and aesthetic references embedded in the poem.

The third chapter, entitled The Intersection Between Poetic and
Epistemic Dimensions, comprises three sections. The first explores the
intersection of poetic and historical aspects, the second examines the
intersection between the poetic and the religious, and the third analyzes
the intersection between the poetic and the psychological. These
intersections reveal a text that is rich in diverse semantic, intellectual, and

epistemological dimensions.
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