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Abstract A

Abstract
The critical movement targeting Al-QOamiis al-Muhit by its author al-

Fayriizabadi began at the dawn of the )+th century A.H. and expanded
significantly during the Y‘th century A.H. with a large number of scholarly
works. It reached its peak in the Y Yth and ) Y'th centuries AH, especially when
Ibn al-Tayyib al-Fasi (d. YV« A.H.) authored his voluminous work Ida at al-
Ramiis, which served as the foundation for another encyclopedic lexicon, 7aj
al- ‘Aras, written by Sayyid Murtada al-Zabidi (d. YY+2 A.H.).

The roots of this critical spirit directed toward Al-Qamiis al-Muhit and
the works written about it lie in al-Fayriizabadi’s bold claims in his preface.
He alleged that al-Jawhari had missed half of the Arabic language, neglecting
many eloquent terms. Al-Fayriizabadt attempted to rectify this by including
numerous terms—highlighted in red—and criticized al-Jawhari in various
entries. He further claimed that his dictionary encompassed the entire Arabic
lexicon, like a sea teeming with treasures for the diver, and that it was a
refined summary of both Ibn Sida’s Al-Muhkam (d. ¢°7 AH) and al-
Saghani’s Al-‘4bab (d. 1+ AH). Thus, his lexicon came forth as a concise,
elegant, and unique reference characterized by brevity and
comprehensiveness. Al-Fayriizabadi took great pride in his work, which
gained significant popularity among scholars and students of his time.

This dissertation focuses on examining those lexicographical works, delving
deeply into their contents, exploring the ideas of their authors, and
uncovering the methodologies they employed in their interpretation, critique,
supplementation, and abridgment. We were able to identify their objectives,
most notably their efforts to refute al-Fayriizabadi’s criticisms of al-Jawhart
and challenge the terms he claimed to have added. They argued that al-

Fayriizabadi omitted many terms that al-Jawhari had included, failed to



Abstract B

encompass the full content of Al-Muhkam and Al-‘Abab, and deviated from
the methodology he laid out in his preface.
Furthermore, some linguists took it upon themselves to explain al-
Fayriizabadi’s preface and his terminology, pointing out numerous
omissions—especially words that al-Fayriizabadi had accused al-Jawhari of
excluding. These included proper nouns, place names, Arabized foreign
terms, and loanwords. The primary aim of many of these works was to
defend al-Jawhart and clear him of the allegations made by al-Fayriizabadi.
While a few scholars did praise certain aspects of Al-Qamiis al-Muhit and
acknowledged its linguistic contributions, no known work was exclusively
written in full defense of al-Fayrtzabadi.
Accordingly, the structure of this study is as follows:
 Introduction
« Chapter One: Commentaries on the Preface of Al-Qamiis al-Muhit,
comprising five sections.
« Chapter Two: Titled The Qamiis Between Critique, Supplementation,
Abridgment, and Selection, containing four sections.
« Conclusion: Summarizing the key findings of the study and offering

recommendations.
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