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Abstract :

Rhetorical studies have assigned considerable importance to the
phenomenon of semantic opposition, recognizing it as a key form of
meaningful embellishment that enhances the impact of speech. This
device has been widely employed by poets, orators, writers, and all who
utilize language to clarify meaning and influence their audience. Semantic
opposition is a subtle and refined rhetorical technique that requires
mastery of linguistic expression. Its presence is not confined to language
alone; rather, it reflects broader patterns in human life, which is inherently
characterized by contrasts. People differ, values are understood through
opposites—good is recognized through evil, benefit through harm, and so
on. Al-Farazdaq’s poetry vividly reflects these contradictions,
demonstrating his ability to harness the richness and expressive capacity
of the Arabic language. His effective use of mugabala (counterbalancing)
creates a powerful rhetorical and emotional impact on his audience.

This thesis is divided into three chapters, preceded by an
introduction and followed by a conclusion. The first chapter, titled
"Semantic Opposition and Its Forms in Al-Farazdaqg's Poetry: An
Introductory Overview," contains seven sections. These cover definitions
of opposition and semantics in both linguistic and technical terms; the
manifestations of semantic development; classifications of opposition as
understood by Arabic linguists; the concept of opposition in both classical
and modern perspectives; related antonymous terms; the distinctions and
similarities between mugabala (opposition) and tibaqg (antithesis); and the
social context surrounding Al-Farazdaq's life and work.

The second chapter, titled "Semantic Opposition in Derivational
Forms and Nominal Structures in Al-Farazdaq’s Poetry,” examines five
main aspects: the opposition between active and passive participles,
between passive and active participles, in adjectives derived from verbs
(sifah mushabbahah), in elative forms (comparative and superlative), and
in verbal nouns (masdars).
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The third chapter, titled "Semantic Opposition in Structures and
Styles," explores three areas: semantic opposition in verbal constructions
within Al-Farazdaq’s poetry, opposition in quasi-sentences (ashbah al-
jumal), and opposition in poetic imagery.

The study concludes with a summary of key findings. Among the
most significant is the observation that the concept of semantic opposition
encompasses both congruence and contradiction. It also reveals that Al-
Farazdaq frequently utilizes opposition through structures of negation—a
stylistic hallmark that dominates much of his poetic expression.
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