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Abstract

This study addresses the topic of financial resources and expenditures in
the early Islamic state through Ibn al-Athir al-Jazarr’s Usd al-Ghabah fi
Ma ‘rifat al-Sahabah (d. 630 A.H./1232 A.D.), one of the most important
biographical sources that provides insights into the lives of the Companions
and their roles in various fields, including the financial and administrative
spheres. The significance of the subject lies in the fact that wealth
constituted the foundation for the state’s stability and the organization of its
internal and external affairs, reflecting its level of civilizational and

administrative development.

The study examines the emergence and development of the Bayt al-Mal
(state treasury), the regular revenues such as zakat, sadaqat, jizyah, kharaj,
and ‘ushir, and the irregular revenues such as spoils of war (ghana’im),
fay’, and buried treasure (rikaz). It then discusses military, political,
administrative, and social expenditures, highlighting their close
connection to the legal regulations observed by the Companions to ensure

justice and solidarity.

The study is organized into three chapters, preceded by an introduction and

followed by a conclusion and a list of sources and references.



« Chapter One consists of two sections: the first on Ibn al-Athir’s
biography, and the second on his scholarly contributions and his
methodology in Usd al-Ghabah fi Ma ‘rifat al-Sahabah.

« Chapter Two is divided into three sections: the first on the
emergence and development of the Bayt al-Mal, the second on regular
financial resources, and the third on irregular and supplementary
resources.

« Chapter Three comprises two sections: the first on political and
military expenditures, and the second on administrative and social

expenditures.

The research relied on fundamental sources in sirah, history, hadith, and
works on administration, in addition to lbn al-Athir’s text. Among the most
important sources were Usd al-Ghabah as the primary reference, Ibn
Hisham’s Sirah, al-Tabarm’s historical works, al-Bukhari’s Sahih, and
administrative treatises such as al-Mawardr’s al-dhkam al-Sultaniyyah.
These allowed the formation of a comprehensive picture of public finance

in the early Islamic period.

The findings conclude that Usd al-Ghabah constitutes a rich source for
understanding financial resources and expenditures, and that the
Companions played an active role in organizing financial affairs and
directing them toward achieving justice and stability. The study also
demonstrates the development of the Bayt al-Mal from a simple fund into an
integrated financial institution that reflects the advancement of financial
administration in the early Islamic state. Thus, it provides an important
scholarly contribution to the field of Islamic economic and administrative

history.



