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Abstract

Protecting the environment from pollution, preserving it, and regulating the
activities of individuals in order to safeguard the natural surroundings in which
human beings coexist with other living organisms—and to address activities that
disturb the ecological balance—can only be achieved by clarifying and defining
the concepts of “environment” and ‘“environmental pollution.” The notions of
environmental pollution have been variously articulated both in legal terms and
within the framework of international law, given that every human being has the

right to live in a clean environment free from pollution, diseases, and epidemics.

The world has witnessed technological and industrial developments that have
exacerbated pollution levels, compelling the international community to enhance
cooperation in environmental protection. Consequently, environmental protection
has become a priority in international concerns. International organizations have
also shown increasing interest in environmental issues through the conclusion of
agreements and the introduction of specialized programs for environmental

preservation.

States worldwide have considered the protection of the environment a common
heritage of all humankind, a duty incumbent upon all to maintain and not to harm.
International conventions and declarations, as well as national legislations, have
affirmed this principle, establishing it both as a human right and as a duty of the
state. Furthermore, governments employ legal mechanisms to protect and improve
the environment, while in Iraq, administrative authorities—within their legally
granted powers—issue regulatory and individual decisions and impose compulsory

enforcement when necessary.

The Iragi Constitution of 2005 emphasized the need to provide peaceful
environmental conditions and to guarantee environmental protection. However,

despite affirming the right to a clean environment, these constitutional provisions



have not fully achieved their intended effectiveness in safeguarding the
environment. This shortfall is due to several challenges, including the
fragmentation of environmental issues across multiple laws, the insufficiency of
some of their provisions, and the difficulties in implementation. Addressing these
challenges requires activating monitoring mechanisms, enhancing environmental
awareness within society, and fostering cooperation among various institutions to

ensure the realization of environmental objectives.
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