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Abstract

This study examines the military and political role of the
Mongol commander Kitbuga Noyan during the Mongol expansion in
the Islamic East in the seventh century AH / thirteenth century CE, a
period marked by profound transformations in regional power
balances. The study seeks to highlight the status of Kitbuga Noyan as
one of the most prominent military leaders in the Mongol army and
to analyze his contributions to the military campaigns that extended
from Khurasan to Iraq and the Levant.

The study focuses on Kitbuga Noyan’s active participation in
the fall of the Ismaili fortresses in 654 AH / 1256 CE, which paved
the way for the Mongols toward the city of Baghdad, which fell in
656 AH / 1258 CE under the leadership of Hulagu Khan. Kitbuqga
Noyan played a pivotal role in the military operations that resulted in
the elimination of the Abbasid Caliphate, the killing of Caliph Al-
Mustasim Billah, and the incorporation of Baghdad into Mongol
control.

The study also addresses the continuation of the Mongol
advance toward the Levant in execution of the orders of the Great
Khan Mongke Qa’an. Kitbuga Noyan was appointed commander of
the advancing Mongol armies, leading to the fall of most Levantine
cities into Mongol hands. This advance ultimately culminated in their
attempt to move toward Egypt and their confrontation with the
Mamluks at the Battle of Ayn Jalut in 658 AH / 1260 CE. In this
battle, Kitbuga Noyan led the Mongol forces against the Bahri
Mamluk state, which ended in his defeat and death along with a large
number of his troops. This battle constituted a decisive turning point
that brought the Mongol expansion in the Islamic East to an end and
restored the political and military balance in favor of the Mamluks.
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