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Abstract

This thesis, entitled “Women’s Travel Narratives in Modern
Iraqi Literature: A Cultural Study,” examines the significance of the
modern travel narrative by exploring its conceptual foundations and
identifying the artistic and intellectual dimensions that shape its renewed
forms. Through an analytical study of the works of Marie Therese
Asmar, Ibtisam Al-Saffar, Lutfiya Al-Dulaimi, and Zainab Sati—writers
who exemplify the transformation of contemporary Iragi travel
writing—the research approaches the travel narrative as a dynamic space
in which memory intersects with female experience, identity negotiates
exile, and belonging contends with alienation and the fragmentation of
the self. This approach reveals the depth of women’s encounters with the
cultural Other and highlights the key cultural manifestations embedded
within their narratives. The thesis is organized into an introduction, a
preface, three chapters, and a conclusion. The preface, titled “Travel and
the Iraqi Woman,” is followed by three chapters: the first examines
representations of the Other, the second explores the role of folklore,
and the third investigates cultural manifestations across the travel texts.
The conclusion presents the principal findings of the study, most notably
the central role of women’s travel narratives in illuminating the cultures
and values of the societies they describe, as well as the cultural and
social features of foreign environments. These insights contribute to a
richer understanding of the diversity of women’s experiences across

cultures.
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