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Abstract

This study attempts to trace shifts in perspective and reveal the
mechanisms of construction in Iraqi short stories. It takes the Short
Story Anthology Project as its sample and seeks to correct these shifts
in both perspective and narrative construction. The specificity of this
study lies in two areas: first, the shifts in perspective with its three
transformations (pre-modernity, modernity, post-modernity) and
second: tracking the specificity of narrative structure in the short story
and the form in which it appears. This study focuses on a single
creative work, namely (the Short Story Anthology Project) because we
believe that this project is unique and encompasses almost all of these
shifts.

The main lines of the study included an introduction, four chapters,
and a conclusion. The introduction was titled: "The Short Story:
(Genres and Perspectives). It explored the origins of the short story and
the roots of genres in Western, Arabic, and then Iraqi literature, tracing
the issues surrounding it, then examining the term "perspective" in its
two forms (worldview and fictional text perspective). It attempts to
identify the unique characteristics of the short story anthology project.

With regard to shifts in perspective, the first chapter, entitled (Shifts
in Perspective), includes an introduction and two sections: the first,
(Realistic Perspective (Simulation Outside the Text)), which seeks to
study the short story in terms of its direct relationship with reality,
social change, and other issues that have affected reality. The second
study, "Imaginary Vision (Textual Simulation)," is devoted to revealing
self-identity and its relationship with reality, and its impact on shaping
the identity of the storyteller as a voice that generates self-discovery.
The second chapter, entitled (Renewal of Vision), traces the
manifestations of renewed vision in two directions (external and
internal), and consists of an introduction and two sections: The first:
(Magical Vision) reveals stories with magical realities, in which the
storyteller uses myths and folk tales to subtly convey the storyteller's
position and demands in order to escape reality and move from the
familiar to the unfamiliar. The second section: (Vision Beyond the Local
(Towards a Cosmic Vision)), in which the writing transitions towards a
cosmic vision liberated from the local constraints of time and place.




As for the mechanisms of construction, the third chapter, entitled
(Mechanisms of Narrative Construction), traces the textual
transformations that have clearly influenced the writing of stories and
the way in which they achieve a renewed dimension. It consists of an
introduction and two sections: the first: (The Narrator), in which the
researcher observed the plurality of story construction methods and
how they are combined with each other. The second section: (The
Narrative) was devoted to the study of time, place, and character,
which led to the emergence of meanings that embodied the cultural
and social dimensions of reality and its specificity in the Iraqi short
story.

The fourth chapter: (Textual Interactions) is devoted to tracing
textual relationships and consists of two sections. The first, entitled:
(The Structure Behind the Narrative) which examines the dialectic of
writing within writing in various ways that seek to reveal the self,
expose reality and history, and engage the reader within the text. The
second section entitled: (Intertextuality and Parody) examines the
extent to which a text is aware of other texts, i.e., the relationship
between a later text and an earlier one. The study then concludes with
a summary of the researcher's most important findings, followed by a
comprehensive list of sources and references that contributed to the
research.




