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Abstract

Agricultural development is one of the fundamental pillars for
achieving food security and supporting the local economy, particularly in
rural areas whose populations rely directly on agriculture. The study
addresses rural development in Abu Sayda Township by examining both

natural and human factors.

The thesis is divided into four chapters. Chapter One presents the
theoretical framework, while Chapter Two examines the natural variables
affecting agricultural development in Abu Sayda Township, including
geographical location, geological structure, topography, climate, soil, and
water resources. The chapter also discusses human variables such as
population size, numerical distribution of the township’s population for the
year 2024, transportation routes, and agricultural mechanization, and how
these factors can be invested in enhancing agricultural activity in the study
area. Chapter Three analyzes the geographical reality of agricultural activity
in Abu Sayda Township through a study of plant production, which includes
grain crops, horticultural crops, and vegetable crops, as well as animal
production, which includes sheep, cattle, goats, buffalo, poultry farming,
beekeeping, and fish farming. Chapter Four addresses the obstacles facing
agricultural development in the study area, along with its future prospects,
and proposes solutions for achieving successful agricultural development in

Abu Sayda Township.

The findings indicate that some agricultural districts are rich in crops,
while others lack such produce, with significant variation in the number of
trees and their yield across different districts. As for field crops, the total
cultivated area of wheat reached 598 dunams, producing 446 tons, while
barley covered 786 dunams with a production of 190 tons. Yellow corn was
cultivated over 62 dunams, producing 141 tons.
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In terms of horticultural crops, the number of date palm trees reached
53,536, producing 2,653 tons; citrus trees numbered 331,539, producing
2,078 tons; pomegranate trees totaled 140,569, yielding 3,534 tons; and
grapevines numbered 5,709, with a yield of 930 tons, distributed across
several districts. Vegetable production totaled 9,803 tons, including 1,836
tons of eggplant, 1,749 tons of cucumber, 2,069 tons of tomatoes, 1,535 tons
of okra, 1,176 tons of peppers, and 1,438 tons of cowpeas, distributed among
various districts. Regarding livestock, the totals were 3,503 cattle, 4,499
sheep, 972 goats, and 1,868 buffalo.

The study reveals noticeable variation in climatic elements in the area,
especially temperature levels and dust storms. It also shows the presence of
several soil types, such as developed basin silts and river levee soils, with
the latter being the most fertile and most suitable for agriculture. The study
area benefits from surface water resources, which constitute an essential
factor in agricultural development, and it is distinguished by a diverse

vegetation cover.

The study also demonstrates that agriculture is a priority economic
activity for residents, as most of them engage in plant and animal
production. Although transportation routes play a major role in facilitating
the transport of agricultural products, many of these routes are unpaved dirt
roads that require continuous maintenance. The study concludes that several
obstacles hinder agricultural development in the area, including climatic
challenges such as extreme temperatures and dust storms, soil-related
problems such as salinity, and water-related issues such as the seasonality of
surface water and variation in water quality. Agricultural pests and diseases

also constitute a major challenge to development.



Finally, the study proposes a set of future recommendations aimed at
finding practical solutions to the challenges facing agricultural development
in the study area, with the hope that local authorities will adopt and
implement them to support sustainable agricultural development in Abu

Sayda Township.



