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During the period spanning from the late 19th century to the mid-20th
century, Palestine witnessed a series of profound intellectual transformations
within the Jewish community. These transformations were not spontaneous, but
rather the result of a complex interaction between internal and external factors.
From the First Aliyah in 1881 until the declaration of the Jewish state in 1948, and
during the early years that followed, significant changes took place. Subsequently,
a new environment emerged in Palestine, contributing to the development of an
intellectual system different from what prevailed among the Jews of Eastern and
Western Europe. The first agricultural settlements, the formation of labor
movements, the rise of Zionist institutions, the British role during the Mandate, and
the events of the two World Wars all played essential roles in reshaping Jewish

consciousness and linking it to the land and the concept of a state.

Therefore, the topic of the intellectual transformations of the Jewish community in
Palestine (1881-1952) has become a subject worthy of in-depth study, as it
provides a fundamental framework for understanding how the Jewish community
in Palestine emerged and how its political and social identity was shaped,
culminating in the establishment of the Jewish state. Zionist thought, which began
as a European movement deriving its strength from the realities of persecution and
violence, found in Palestine a broader space for transformation and
implementation. This made the Palestinian experience a center for the
reproduction, adaptation, and direction of ideas according to the demands of the

period and the prevailing realities.

Accordingly, the timeframe of the study was set from 1881, the year in which the

First Jewish Immigration to Palestine began, accompanied by the early stages of



intellectual transformation within the Jewish community, up to 1952, the year that
witnessed the completion of the first phase of building the Jewish state and the

consolidation of new intellectual patterns within the emerging Israeli society

Based on what has been presented in the context of the dissertation chapters, the

researcher reached a number of conclusions, which can be summarized as follows:

1.1t was found that the migration of Jews to Palestine since the First Aliyah
contributed to the emergence of a new thought, distinct from European Jewish
thought, based on agricultural settlement and direct labor, which initially created a

field-based national consciousness formed within Palestine itself.

2.The Second Aliyah represents a major turning point within the Palestinian Jewish
community, as a new generation of young immigrants began to formulate
socialist—labor ideas and introduced concepts of self-defense and Hebrew labor,

which later became the core of the Yishuv’s intellectual identity.

3. The settlement experience in Palestine contributed to the establishment of
independent intellectual-social institutions, such as agricultural associations,
kibbutzim, and labor organizations, making Palestine a center for new intellectual

production distinct from the Zionist centers in Europe.

4. The British Mandate period brought about intellectual transformations within
Palestine, with the emergence of an interactive relationship between British rule
and the Zionist movement, and the development of political-administrative
thinking aimed at transforming the Jewish community from immigrant groups into

an organized entity with clear institutions.



