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Abstract

In recent decades, the world has witnessed a large number of armed conflicts, killing
millions of innocent people, and the international community has undertaken to work
to confront and suppress them, and to strengthen this protection by making it the basis
of the charters of international organizations. Violations against civilians in general
and journalists in particular have become widespread in the world, including the
enforced disappearance of journalists, as political regimes in countries often use this
method to eliminate the voices calling for and defending human rights and public
freedoms. This necessitates that there must be a deterrent to these violations, and thus
strengthening legal protection to confront them, which requires us to discuss this issue.
By clarifying the position of international legislation on the crime of enforced
disappearance, and its reflection in domestic legislation, states are obliged to take the
necessary measures to confront this serious crime, to criminalize this crime in their
penal codes, and ensure that those responsible for committing this crime are held
accountable without regard to official capacity. To determine this, the Declaration on
the Protection of Persons from Enforced Disappearance was issued in 1992, which is
the first international declaration on the protection of persons from enforced
disappearance, the American Regional Convention for the Protection of Persons from
Enforced Disappearance of 1996, and the International Convention for the Protection

of Persons from Enforced Disappearance issued by the United Nations in 2006.

However, a major issue lies in the fact that most countries do not include the crime of
enforced disappearance in their domestic laws, and try to ignore the crime and its
serious effects, and categorize the crime of enforced disappearance committed against

civilians in general and journalists in particular according to the laws of abduction and
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arbitrary detention. However, it is found preferable for states to criminalize this crime
clearly and explicitly, as enforced disappearance is a criminal act that violates many
human rights, such as the human right to life, liberty, security, physical integrity, and
freedom from torture, which affects the entire legal system of human rights, and this
highlights the degree of seriousness involved in the act of enforced disappearance,
which led to the characterization of this violation as a crime against humanity. The
crime of enforced disappearance is not practiced by ordinary individuals, but by senior
officials in the state that pursues a policy of enforced disappearance of opponents and
opponents with the authorization of the government or as part of its internal policy,
and the main reasons for committing the crime of enforced disappearance of journalists
are to silence the voice of opponents, suppress freedom of expression and instill fear in
other journalists in order to prevent them from investigating and researching sensitive

issues.
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