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Summary

In her analysis of totalitarian regimes, Hanna Arendt sees that violence is
fundamentally incompatible with politics, and even excludes it completely.
Violence is linked to actions that are not political in their depth: deception,
control or social subordination, ideological anesthesia. In her book on
violence, she goes on to say: "Power and violence contradict: when one of
them rules absolutely, the other is absent. Violence appears™ when power is
threatened. But if he is left as he is, the matter will end with the disappearance
of the authority.” Violence is only one of the paths that the authority resorts
to, and when it does this, it tries to justify it. Right political actions do not
need justification, but violence often requires justification. Hanna says
Arendt: "Violence cannot descend from its opposite, which is power, and that,
in order to understand violence for what it is, we must examine its roots and
nature."”

In Arendt's view, violence often expresses feelings not necessarily associated
with politics: the fear of death and annihilation, and the search for immortality
through group continuity. Violence against authority appears in the absence of
freedom. Freedom means "the ability to act" or "the ability to influence."
Modern democracies have mainly a bureaucratic character, and therefore they
tend to reduce the space for freedom, but rather seek to make it useless,
effective and meaningless, especially since the bureaucracy appears to be an
“authority without a political identity.” The intellectuals in the East seek and
demand freedom, while the intellectuals in the West see that their freedom has
no meaning, and this is what led in the end to acts of violence. The modern
thinkers who glorified violence started from myths and political illusions, and
considered that violence may be creative and saving the group, as is the case
with Georges Sorel, or it is a stimulant to life, as is the case with Frantz
Fanon.
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