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Abstract

Historical Thinking and its Relationship to Cognitive Bias among Fifth
Literary Grade students

The current research aims to find out the level of:
1. Historical thinking of fifth grade literary students.
2. Cognitive bias among fifth grade literary students.

3. The relationship of historical thinking with cognitive bias among students of the
fifth literary grade.

4. The differences in the relationship between historical thinking and cognitive bias
among fifth-grade literary students according to the gender variable (female/male).

5. The contribution of historical thinking according to its five skills to the overall
variance of cognitive bias.

To achieve the objectives of the research, the researcher used the descriptive
approach (the method of correlative studies). As for the research community, it was
represented by the students of the fifth literary grade in Al-Qadisiyah Governorate,
for the academic year (2020-2021) AD, and their number was (2353) students. The
basic research sample was chosen by random method. The simple, as it reached
(411) students.

The researcher built the historical thinking test based on the historical thinking
skills identified by the National Center for History in American Schools NCHS
1994, and on a set of literature and previous studies. The test consisted of (36)
paragraphs distributed over five main areas, if the apparent validity of the test was
extracted, and then the exploratory experiment (a sample of statistical analysis) was
conducted on a sample of (106) students from the research community, and the
coefficient of difficulty and coefficient of strength were extracted. Distinction and
effectiveness of the alternatives for the objective paragraphs of multiple choice, and
then the validity of the test construction was verified and it was found that all the
test items are valid and statistically significant. The stability of the test was also
confirmed, by the half-segmentation method, if the reliability coefficient reached
(0.89). And by the Krumbach alpha coefficient method, where the reliability
coefficient was (0.82).

The researcher adopted the Al-Yasiri scale (2017) of cognitive bias, as the
apparent validity was verified and the psychometric properties of the scale were
extracted, and then the reliability was confirmed by re-application, where the

stability was (0.80).
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To extract the results of the current research, the researcher used the Statistical
Package for Social Sciences (Spss 26) and the program (Microsoft Excel 2016).

The researcher applied the two tools to the basic research sample, and the most
prominent results of the current study were:

1- The low level of historical thinking among the literary fifth grade students.

2- The existence of cognitive bias among fifth-grade literary students at an above-
average level.

3- There is an inverse correlation between historical thinking and cognitive bias.

4- There are no statistically significant differences in the areas of historical thinking
and cognitive bias according to the variable (gender), with the exception of the field
of analysis of historical cases, issuing judgments in favor of males.

5- The contribution of historical thinking skills to the overall variance of cognitive
bias.

In light of the results of this research, the researcher recommended several
recommendations, including:

1. Inclusion in history materials for thinking skills, including historical thinking
skills.

2. Working on using programs, models, or strategies aimed at reducing the impact
of cognitive bias.

3. The necessity of taking into account the historical thinking and its development
among students by the teachers, by following modern teaching methods.

To complement the results of this research, the researcher suggested several
proposals, including:

1- A study similar to the current research on other segments of society, such as
primary school students, middle school students, or university students.

2- Studying the impact of methods, strategies, or educational programs on
developing historical thinking.

3- Conducting another study dealing with the concept of cognitive bias and its
relationship to other variables such as (achievement, historical research skills,
productive thinking, clever thinking, and others).



